Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ
4704 Thirteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20011

Peoples Prodder
WORSHIP SERVICES
10:00 a.m.
Adult Bible Study
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Deacons Prayer Service
Wednesday at 12:00 p.m.
Prayer Service
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
Thursday6:30-8:00 p.m.
HOLY COMMUNION
First Sunday
10:00 a.m. Worship
Nursery available during
10:00 a.m. service

August 2019
MINISTER’S MESSAGE

As I return from vacation, many in our
congregation have also been away and may still be. While this is
a time to exhale and recharge, the work we have to do as a
progressive Christian community is again tragically evident. Our
country is in great peril, our leadership is disturbed, and many of
our neighbors are terribly deceived. I encourage us to resist the
temptation to scapegoat and "other-ize." "They" are "us." If we
only see the problem in “them,” we will not be able to bring
about the changes in “us,” that will further an environment in
which distortion, disturbance, deception, dishonestly, dis-ease, is
less likely to flourish. Our hope lies in our willingness to confront the disturbances and deceptions within us and in our imme-
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diate environment, to commit to living and speaking truth---even
to power, and trust God to take our local efforts to love and live
the truth, and spread that abroad; just as God did with twelve rag
-tag men two-thousand years ago. What Nikki Giovanni said is
still true: “one ounce of truth benefits like a ripple on a pond.”
God help us to do our work---even in this season of vacation.
Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Hopson

MISSION AND VISION OF THE CHURCH

VISION OF THE CHURCH

MISSION OF THE CHURCH

The Mission of Peoples Congregational United Church of “…so we, who are many, are one body in Christ and individually we are members of one another.” (Romans 12:5
NRSV)

Christ is:
•

•

•

•

To worship God and preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ, and to labor for peace and justice so that the Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ is a progressive Christian community called by faith, led by hope,
world may become the kingdom of God on earth;
and united by love to build strong and committed disciples
To foster within its membership, by its teaching and for Jesus Christ and to be a spiritual presence locally and
globally in service to humanity. This vision is lived out
its ministry, the spirit which was in Christ;
through our focus on relationship with the Lord, which
To be to its membership and the community a source produces perspective; scholarship in study of the Scripof spiritual refreshment, guidance, transformation, tures, which produces focus; stewardship awareness in our
giving and sharing which produces trust; and fellowship
comfort and support;
with our sisters and brothers in Christ, which produces
To impress upon its membership the need for mutual unity.
loyalty and charity;

•

To teach its young people the noble traditions of its “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, so that
past; to point them to the possibilities of its future, a runner may read it, for there is a vision for the apand to give guidance in the building of Christian char- pointed time…” (Habakkuk 2:2-3 NRSV)
acter; and

•

To educate and develop its members for consecrated
and sacrificial service.

2

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor and Peoples Congregational Family: Thank You for your warm expression of
sympathy upon the death of my mother. Sincerely, The Hicks Family John H. Hicks

You are cordially invited to attend the 2nd annual Peoples Church Doo Wop Show starring The Spaniels,
Shirleta Settles, and the Quiet Storm (from Philly) on Friday, October 25, 2019. The cost is $50 which includes refreshments (while they last) from 5:00 to 6:00, and show from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.
See Ellen Sistare or Carolyn Veiga for more information.
ANNUAL JAZZ WORSHIP SERVICE is Sunday, August 25 at the 10:00
a.m. united service. The Peoples Jazz Society is excited to present Samuel
Prather's G.O! 4tet to lead us in this inspiring annual worship tradition. Bring your families, neighbors and friends. All are welcome! The reception following the service is hosted by the Peoples Jazz Society.
The Scrooby Circle is hosting the annual Chicken and Fish Fry on Friday, September 20th from 7pm - 11 pm
in Fellowship Hall. There will be delicious food and dancing. Please contact the members of the Scrooby
Circle and/or the following members: Monique Boddie Neal at 240-381-1479, Emma Foster at 202-210-1951,
Donald Brown at 202-577-3484 or Carol Moseley Gardner at 202-390-4221.
HOPE TO SEE ALL THERE!!!

Appreciation is extended to those who have supported our Summer Reading Initiative. We will
continue to collect books for this project until Labor Day.

Adults Needed to Volunteer as a Girl Scout Leader & Girls Needed for Scouting! Peoples Church has a
long legacy of Girl Scouting in our Nation’s Capital. The Daisy level (ages 5-6) is the entry level into Girl
Scouting, and we need an adult to volunteer to co-lead with an experienced leader for the Friday evening
Troop 1563 (Saturday afternoon meetings are a possibility) as well as girls to register. Please contact
Maureen Sullivan at peopleschurchgirlscouts@gmail.com if you are interested. If we are not able to find a
leader for this troop and girls, sadly the historic troop will become inactive. Please volunteer and enroll your
girls today! Please forward this to families you think may interested in this great experience!
Janet Witcher Savwoir Mother passed on August 5, 2019 she was known as Zula O. Witcher. The funeral is
being handled by Marshall Murch and will be held Tuesday, August 13th at Trinity Episcopal Church located at 7005 Piney Branch Rd N.W. the Viewing is at 10am and the service will follow.
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CHURCH COOKOUT
WHEN:

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH

TIME:

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 10 A.M. SERVICE UNTIL 6 P.M.

WHERE:

SLIGO URBAN PARK
500 SLIGO AVE., SILVER SPRING, MD 20910

ADMISSION: EACH PERSON OR HOUSEHOLD SHOULD BRING A DISH TO SERVE
AT LEAST 10 PEOPLE.
HOTDOGS, HAMBURGERS, AND DRINKS WILL BE PROVIDED
BRING CARDS, GAMES, OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT. COME TO HAVE FUN AND
FELLOWSHIP. ALSO BRING A CHAIR.

HOSTED BY THE MEN’S AND WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIPSFOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT JAMES GITTENS, JGGITTENS@GMAIL.COM; JUNE JEFFRIES, JJEFFRIES1978@VERIZON.NET; OR LEAVE A MESSAGE AT THE CHURCH OFFICE
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HVAC UPDATE
Hello everyone, this is an update on what’s happening with our HVAC project.
As you may know, we contracted with ABM Building Services Inc. to build our
new HVAC system with a projected completion date of September 2019.
If you visit or drop by the church during the week you will notice ABM vans
parked in the parking lot. They are busy installing the new HVAC units in the
various offices, conference rooms, and second floor classrooms in preparation for

electrical hook-up. In addition to installation of the units, the old HVAC units
have to be removed. Ceiling grids and tiles have to be removed and replaced
with new grids and tiles, rooms have to be painted and freshened up, and offices
and classroom windows have to be replaced. Obtaining permits needed to complete various components of the project has caused some delays and has pushed
ABM’s completion date back a few months. However, they still plan to have the
heating component of the HVAC system completed before we need to use it, and
the entire project completed shortly thereafter.
While work is being done in phases and various sections to cause the least
amount of disruption to the everyday activities of the church, it is important
that you reserve conference and classroom use in advance so that ABM can adjust their work schedule accordingly.
Thank you for your cooperation, and we will give you a monthly update until
this project is completed.

HVAC Committee
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2019 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSES
(FROM THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION) Jan –Nov
January:...God who created all things; that through the church
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the
principalities and powers in the heavenly places. (Eph 3:1-12)

June:...I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; even as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us,
so that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. (John
February:...For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 17:20-26)
also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the July:... Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of
third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he ap- Christ. 3 For if any one thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. (Gal 6:1-6)7-16
peared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Cor 15:1-15)
March: …when a man turns to the Lord the veil is removed. Now
the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding[a] the glory
of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree
of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is the
Spirit. (2 Cor 3:12-4:2)
April:.. Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own. (Phil 3:4b-14)

August:...Man, who made me a judge or divider over
you?” And he said to them, “Take heed, and beware of all
covetousness; for a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions. (Luke 12:13-21)
September:... Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to
show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares. (Heb 13:1-8,15-16)

October:...If you had faith as a grain of mustard seed, you could
say to this sycamine tree, ‘Be rooted up, and be planted in the
May:…Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you gird- sea,’ and it would obey you. (Luke 17:5-10)
ed yourself and walked where you would; but when you are old,
November:… We are bound to give thanks to God always for
you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and
you, brethren, as is fitting, because your faith is growing abuncarry you where you do not wish to go. (John21:1-19)
dantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing.(2 Thess 1:1-4,11-12)

August 2019 LECTIONARY READINGS
August 4
August 25
Eight Sunday after Pentecost
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
“Soul Investment”
“Healing Reign”
Old Testament:
Ps 49:1-12
Old Testament:
Ps 103:1-8
Gospel:
Luke 12:32-40
Gospel:
Luke 13:10-17
Epistle:
Epistle:
*******************************************
**************************************************
August 11
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
“Living into the Promise”
Old Testament:
Ps 33:12-22
Gospel:
Luke 12:32-40
Epistle:
***********************************************
August 18
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
“Restore Us ”
Old Testament:
Ps 82
Gospel:
Luke 12:49-56
Epistle:
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Church School
Pre-K
Adult Church School
Men’s Bible Study
Youth Ministry
Noon Day Prayer
Bible Study
Deacon Prayer

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
1st and 3rd Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Wednesday

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Elmes Center
Nursery
Corbin Lounge
Quiet Room
Youth Lounge
Corbin Lounge
Corbin Lounge
Small Lounge

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Voices of Peoples

Tuesday

6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Fellowship Choir

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Rhythmic Choir

Wednesday

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Chancel Choir

Thursday

6:30 p.m. —8:00 p.m.

Men’s Chorus

Saturday

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

CHURCH BOARDS MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULES
Board of Christian Education

2nd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Board of Trustees

2nd Wednesday

6:30 p.m.

Christian Social Action

2nd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Church Council

3rd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Board of Deacons

Saturday before the 1st Sunday

12:00 p.m.

DC CREDIT UNION
Hours of Operation:
Tuesday and Saturday By Appointment Call 202-726-3198
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
WEBSITE, FACEBOOK FAN PAGE, TWITTER &
LIVE STREAMING NEWS:

cordings. Thank you.
Facility Reservations: If you wish to reserve space for an
event and/or activity, please contact Ms. Yvette Hunter,
Operations Specialist, at the church office on (202)
829-5511 or email yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org to
complete a reservation contract. Facility reservations can
also be made online through the church’s website:
www.peopleschurchucc.org. Reservations are made on a
first-come, first-served basis; however, religious events
and funerals take precedence. Peoples Church is a
multi-use venue so reservations are necessary Member
and non-member reservation fees apply.

Our website address is www.peopleschurchucc.org. The
website is constantly being updated, so click the refresh
button when you visit. Our Twitter handle is
@PeoplesCongUCC. You do not need a Twitter Account
to follow Peoples Church.
The Prodder, Website, Facebook Fan Page, Twitter
and Live Streaming exist to further the social connection
with the membership of Peoples Congregational United
Church of Christ and with the community to promote
outreach and notices of important Church events. The
social networking tools are designed for easy mass
communication and media sharing. Through the Website,
members and users can access the Online Giving page to
donate to the General Operating Fund and purchase tickets
for Church events and fundraisers. Members/users can
view the Events Calendar to participate in the life of the
Church. Members can advertise Church events through the
Website, Facebook Fan Page and Twitter. Members/users
can view live streaming of Church Worship Services and
other special liturgical services from the Website on
Facebook Live. The Website is the “New Front Door of
the Church,” and allows members/users to interact,
communicate and connect to foster connectivity and
community.

Floral Arrangements for the Altar: To order a designer
floral arrangement to remember your loved one or
recognize a special day, contact Vernandi Richardson,
(202)829-5511 or Diane Miller for additional information.
Facilities Committee: First Aid Kits have been placed in
the Main Office and the Fellowship Hall/Kitchen area.
Incident Reporting Forms are also available in the Main
Office for completion. All incidents must be reported on
the forms, regardless of how small the incident is. The
completed forms should be given to any member of the
office/volunteer staff.
MINISTERS EMAIL ADDRESS:
Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Hopson, Designated Senior
Minister: rhopson@peopleschurchucc.org

PLEASE NOTE: By attending Worship Services and
other liturgical services at Peoples Church, your image
may appear on camera during the transmission of live
streaming.

Rev. Venita – Enola George, Assistant Minister:
veg@peopleschurchucc.org

Prodder Guidelines: All announcements and flyers
must be submitted by the third Tuesday of the month
by 12:00 Noon. Announcements and flyers can be
emailed to info@peopleschurchucc.org, . Do not mail
information. Announcements should be no more than 50
words and should be informational about Peoples Church
events or members and their families. Announcements
may be edited.

CHURCH MODERATOR’S EMAIL ADDRESS:
Robert Hendricks anc4c01@hotmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
(202) 829-5511 (Office)
Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations Specialist,
Yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org

NO PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO, OR AUDIO
RECORDING: This policy has been adopted to protect
the musicians and speakers who are a part of the worship
services and special events at the Church. The cooperation
of the congregation is essential to the observance of this
policy by visitors and guests. Photographs and CD
recordings of worship services and other events are
available as produced by the designated Church
photographers and the Sound Engineer. Please contact the
Church office to request specific photographs and/or re-

Ms. Donika Palmer, Administrative Assistant
dpalmer@peopleschurchucc.org

MAINTENANCE
Mr. Lawrence McDaniel
Mr. Akien Ingram
(Staff Vacancy)
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