
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

During the stress and strains of the day it can be 

difficult to take those needed moments to get 

centered and to reflect on just how all of this is 

going to work out. Yet in some ways it will, the  

urgency of the calendar, the expected motion of the routine, the daily surprises, the 

challenges around the corner and the one kind thing that someone says or does 

that reminds us that this just might be worth it after all. The quiet and the random 

acts of kindness are just a few of the things that I find that I am grateful to God for.   

 

When my mind is fixed upon gratitude, then it becomes more focused on         

thankfulness. A sense of thankfulness that I hope impedes the progress of the      

anxiety and busyness and distractions from what is really important. During the 

month of November, I pray that the church will become more in tune to what is  

really important as we all take time to be thankful and have gratitude that God is 

working things out on our behalf. I have had this on my mind because God's grace 

continues to sustain us even though there are still things to be figured out, paths to 

follow, prayers to be lifted, a vision from God to capture, discernment that is    

needed, and priorities to be defined.  

 

We cannot deny the almost insurmountable challenges that the church has        

survived and is still wrestling with during this year but, the good news is that this "Ole 

ship of Zion" continues to stay afloat. This is a good reminder as we celebrate 

Thanksgiving and transition into the season of Advent on the last Sunday of this 

month. In the midst of sharing my thoughts on gratitude and Thankfulness, it is the 

subject of transition that I feel the need to address.  

 

I am aware of rumors regarding my tenure at Peoples Congregational Church. I will 

share with you that my husband and I remain in prayer and discernment as well as 

deliberation about our remaining time at Peoples. However, no retirement date has 

been set, and if the time for such an announcement does come, you will hear  it 

directly from me.  

  

Let us continue to refocus on those things that are really important. As this          

challenging year swiftly comes to an end, let us be grateful, let us be thankful, let us 

be full of positive expectation. We still have a God to praise, a Christ to serve, a Holy 

Spirit to follow and a charge to keep. Let us practice intentional thankfulness and 

every day find something that you can truly thank God for; it will make a difference!  

NOVEMBER 2015 

Acting Senior Minister  

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sundays 

9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. Church School 

 

Deaconsõ Prayer Service 

Wednesday at Noon 

Prayer Meeting  

Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. 

Bible Study on Thursdays 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

First Sunday  

At 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 
Second Sunday at 8:30 a.m. 

Worship 

 

Nursery available during  

11:00 a.m. service 



 

 

 
 

MISSION OF THE CHURCH  
 
The Mission of Peoples Congregational United 

Church of Christ is:  

¶ To worship God and preach the gospel of Je-

sus Christ, and to labor for peace and justice 

so that the world may become the kingdom 

of God on earth;  

¶ To foster within its membership, by its teaching 

and its ministry, the spirit which was in Christ;  

¶ To be to its membership and the community a 

source of spiritual refreshment, guidance,          

transformation, comfort and support;  

¶ To impress upon its membership the need for     

mutual loyalty and charity;  

¶ To teach its young people the noble traditions 

of its past; to point them to the possibilities of 

its   future, and to give guidance in the build-

ing of Christian character; and  

¶ To educate and develop its members for             

consecrated and sacrificial service.  

 
 

VISION OF THE CHURCH  
 
òéso we, who are many, are one body in Christ 

and individually we are members of one anoth-

er.ó (Romans 12:5 NRSV)  

 

Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ 

is a progressive Christian community called by 

faith, led by hope, and united by love to build 

strong and committed disciples for Jesus Christ 

and to be a spiritual presence locally and global-

ly in service to   humanity. This vision is lived out 

through our focus on relationship with the Lord, 

which produces perspective; scholarship in study 

of the Scriptures, which produces focus; steward-

ship awareness in our giving and sharing which 

produces trust; and fellowship with our sisters and 

brothers in Christ, which produces unity.  

 

òWrite the vision and make it plain on tablets, so 

that a runner may read it, for there is a vision for 

the appointed timeéó (Habakkuk 2:2-3 NRSV)  

MISSION AND VISION OF THE CHURCH  



 

 

2015 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSES (FROM THE NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION)  

January: òYour word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

to my path.ó (Psalm 119:105) 

  

February: òCommit your works to the Lord, and your 

plans will be established.ó (Proverbs 16:3) 

  

March: òI will bless the Lord at all times. His praise 

shall continuously be in my mouth.ó (Psalm 34:1) 
  

April: òSo faith comes from what is heard, and what 

is heard comes through the word of Christ.  

(Romans 10:17)  

  

May: òTrust in the Lord with all your heart, and to not 

rely on your own insight; in all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your 

paths.ó (Proverbs 3:5-6)  

  

June: òI can do all things through Him (Jesus Christ) 

Who strengthens me.ó  (Philippians 4:13)  

 

 
 

July: òGod is our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in trouble.ó (Psalm 46:1)  

  

August: òThe prayer of the righteous is powerful and 

effective.ó (James 5:16) 

 

September: òWhat no eye has seen, or ear heard, 

nor the human heart conceived, what God has pre-

pared for those who love Him.ó (I Corinthians 2:9)  
 

 October: òMake a joyful noise to the Lord, all the 

earth. Worship the Lord with gladness, come into His 

presence with singing. (Psalm 100:1 -2) 

  
November: I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where 

will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth.ó (Psalm 121:1-2)  

  

December: òShe will bear a son, and you are to 

name Him Jesus, for He will save His people from 

their sins.ó (Matthew 1:21) 
  
 

 

 

 

                           

NOVEMBER LECTIONARY READINGS  

 

 

NOVEMBER 1ST 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

òWHEREVER YOU GOó 

 

Old Testament:                                         Ruth 1:1 -8                

New Testament:                                Mark 12:28 -34         

Epistle:                                 Hebrews 9:11 -14   

 

 NOVEMBER 8TH  

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

òRISK AND RESTORATIONó 

 

Old Testament:                         Ruth 3:1 -5; 4:13-17 

New Testament:                              Mark 12:38 -44 

Epistle:                                          Hebrews 9:24 -28 

 

NOVEMBER 15TH 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

òPRAISE THE HOLY ONEó 

 Old Testament:                    I Samuel 1:4 -20 

New Testament:                               Mark 13:1 -8 

Epistle:                                     Hebrews 10:11 -18  

 

 

 

   NOVEMBER 22ND 

REIGN OF CHRIST 

òA WISE REIGNó 

  

Old Testament:            II Samuel 23:1-7 

New Testament:               John 18:33 -37 

Epistle:                  Revelation 1:4b -8  
 
 

NOVEMBER 29TH 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

òSIGN OF THINGS TO COMEó 

  

Old Testament:        Jeremiah 33:14 -16 

New Testament:                 Luke 21:25-36 

Epistle:            I    Thessalonians 3:9-13  
 
 
 

 
 
   



 

 

Childrenõs Sabbath 

(October 25, 2015)  

 

 

 


