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WORSHIP SERVICES
10:00 a.m.

MINISTER’S MESSAGE

Sundays
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Deacons’ Prayer Service
Wednesday at 12:00 p.m.
Prayer Service
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
Bible Study Thursday
6:30-8:00 p.m.
HOLY COMMUNION
First Sunday
10:00 a.m. Worship
Nursery available during
10:00 a.m. service

I sit at my desk in astonishment at the turn of events such that I was unable to
be with you on the first Sunday of the new year. My goodness! I must say I was
tempted to dissolve into anger---at God?--- for “doing” such a thing: ‘After I
promised in my robocall to you I would see you Sunday, after three months out
of the pulpit, after the excitement of anticipation, and after the hours of
sermon preparation, you mean I can’t go?! So this is how 2019 is going to start…
well I need to brace myself…’so I thought! But then I remember the guiding
text of my time there at Peoples:
“For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you, not to harm you,
plans to give you a good hope, and a future”

Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Hopson
Designated Senior Minister
Rev. Venita - Enola George
Assistant Minister
Clyde T. Parker,
Minister of Music
202-829-5511
www.peopleschurchucc.org
Follow us on Twitter
@PeoplesCongUCC

So, I am confronted with the challenge to hear for myself, the very gospel I
came proclaiming to you: God has plans for us, God will not harm us, and we
do have a future. When illness, interruptions, detours, unforeseen events
occur, our temptation is to feel each of those truths, is in fact, not true. So,
what to do? Well, surprisingly to me, one of the biggest lessons I have learned
during this detour, is that the detour is in fact, the plan; the detour is better
than our assumed original route; the detour does in fact keep us from harm;
and the detour is the best route to our future. It is only because of our limited
perspective that things seem otherwise. Dare I use a GPS analogy?! It will
occasionally say: “route has been changed due to road conditions.” We can’t
see the conditions, but the system can. So, for 2019, there are surely more route
changes ahead because of road conditions. But it’s true, God, our GPS system
(please pardon, I can’t believe I’m using this analogy so extensively), has the
plan and knows what is best. It’s best for us to just rest, trust, and enjoy the
ride!
Blessings,
Pastor Hopson

MISSION AND VISION OF THE CHURCH

VISION OF THE CHURCH

MISSION OF THE CHURCH

The Mission of Peoples Congregational United Church of “…so we, who are many, are one body in Christ and individually we are members of one another.” (Romans 12:5
NRSV)

Christ is:
•

•

•

•

To worship God and preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ, and to labor for peace and justice so that the Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ is a progressive Christian community called by faith, led by hope,
world may become the kingdom of God on earth;
and united by love to build strong and committed disciples
To foster within its membership, by its teaching and for Jesus Christ and to be a spiritual presence locally and
globally in service to humanity. This vision is lived out
its ministry, the spirit which was in Christ;
through our focus on relationship with the Lord, which
To be to its membership and the community a source produces perspective; scholarship in study of the Scripof spiritual refreshment, guidance, transformation, tures, which produces focus; stewardship awareness in our
giving and sharing which produces trust; and fellowship
comfort and support;
with our sisters and brothers in Christ, which produces
To impress upon its membership the need for mutual unity.
loyalty and charity;

•

To teach its young people the noble traditions of its “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, so that
past; to point them to the possibilities of its future, a runner may read it, for there is a vision for the apand to give guidance in the building of Christian char- pointed time…” (Habakkuk 2:2-3 NRSV)
acter; and

•

To educate and develop its members for consecrated
and sacrificial service.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Board of Trustees will be sending out 2018 Giving
Statements to donors between January 26 and
January 31. We will be emailing the statement to
donors who have an email address in our Financial
Database System and mailing a hard copy of the
statement to donors who have only a mailing address
in the system. Please take this opportunity to be
sure your contact information is up-to-date. Board
of Trustee members will be available before and after
each Sunday service in January 2019 to assist you
starting on Jan 6th. You also have the option to go to
the church website to complete an online form https://
peopleschurchucc.org/change-of-contact-information/
or pick up the 2018 Update Member Information form
on the table in the narthex lobby. For additional
information leave a message or the completed forms
for Nina or Kathy in the board of trustee mailbox at
the front desk.

The January meeting of the
Women’s Fellowship will be on
Saturday, January 19th, 11 a.m. to 1
p.m., in the Corbin Lounge. Bring
something to eat or drink. The January lunch will be on Wednesday, January 30th, at
12:30, location to be announced. Come alone or bring
a friend. Annual dues of $30 are now payable. You
may do so online at the church website or you may
leave a check in the Women’s Fellowship Dues box in
the reception Window. Contact June Jeffries at
jjeffries1978@verizon.net or leave a message at the
church, 202-829-5511.

The Peoples Scholarship Committee is sponsoring
College Financial Aid 101 on Saturday, January 19,
from 12:00-2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Learn the
ins and outs of Financial Aid, including how to
complete the FASFA, financial aid resources including
scholarships, grants and loans. Learn from
professionals. Our speakers include:

On Sunday, January 20th the Men’s
Fellowship will hold a brief meeting
immediately following service to discuss the
Annual Coat Drive.
Wednesday Word Devotional! Please join us every
2nd and 4th Wednesday at 7 a.m. for our
teleconference devotional where we also share praise
reports and prayer requests. Dial-in information is:
(605) 475-5950, Passcode: 8964544. This is not a toll
free number and charges may apply so please check
with your telephone service provider. We hope you
can join us for a Word from the Lord and to pray with
and for one another.

•
•
•
•

College Director of Financial Aid, Montgomery College
United Negro College Fund Representative
DCTAG (DC Tuition Assistance Grant) Representative
Graduating Senior College Student - on the College
experience

Throughout these many months of
illness, contacts with my "Church
Family"
have been a source of comfort and
healing for me. Visits to my home by
Rev. George, Rev. Dr. Tippett and members of the
church have kept my spirits up.
Your cards and gifts fill my shelves, long-time friends
Brenda and Sam Ewing keep
me in touch with the outside world.
All of the above is meant to say thank you, I love you,
and GOD Bless us all.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

Pre- Valentine’s Day Annual Winter Gala
- The Voices of Peoples Gospel Choir
would like to cordially invite one and all
to Dinner, Dance and a fun-filled evening with family,
friends and that special someone. This year’s theme is
“Everybody Needs Love”. The event will be held at
Peoples Congregational Church 4704 13th St. N.W.
Washington, DC 20011, in the Fellowship Hall
Ballroom on Saturday, February 9, 2019 .6:00pm 10:00pm. Event cost is $45.00 and $35.00 for those 35
and under. Please contact any Voices of Peoples Choir
member for information. “Dust off those dancing

-Walter Robinson

shoes!!”
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The Wellness Corner
Happy New Year from the Peoples Wellness Ministry!

This is flu and cold season. Please see the following information obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on recognizing the symptoms and the importance of prevention.
What is the difference between a cold and flu?
Flu and the common cold are both respiratory illnesses but they are caused by different viruses. Because
these two types of illnesses have similar symptoms, it can be difficult to tell the difference between them
based on symptoms alone. In general, flu is worse than the common cold, and symptoms are more common
and intense. Colds are usually milder than flu. People with colds are more likely to have a runny or stuffy
nose. Colds generally do not result in serious health problems, such as pneumonia, bacterial infections, or
hospitalizations. Flu can have very serious associated complications. Pneumonia, bronchitis, sinus infections
and ear infections are examples of flu-related complications. Flu also can make chronic health problems
worse.
How can you tell the difference between a cold and the flu?
Because colds and flu share many symptoms, it can be difficult (or even impossible) to tell the difference between them based on symptoms alone. Special tests that usually must be done within the first few days of
illness can tell if a person has the flu.
What are the symptoms of the flu versus the symptoms of a cold?
The symptoms of flu can include fever or feeling feverish/chills, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body aches, headaches and fatigue (tiredness). Cold symptoms are usually milder than the symptoms
of flu. People with colds are more likely to have a runny or stuffy nose. Colds generally do not result in serious
health problems.

Preventing the Flu:
Everyone 6 months and older is recommended for annual influenza vaccination, with rare exceptions. For the 2018-19 flu season, ACIP recommends
annual influenza vaccination for everyone 6 months and older with any licensed, appropriate influenza vaccine (IIV, RIV4, or LAIV4) with no preference expressed for any one vaccine over another. Some vaccines are not
recommended in some situations and health conditions, and some people
should not receive influenza vaccines at all (though this is uncommon).
•

•

For additional information about flu vaccinations and recommendations, related to who
should or should not
take them, visit the CDC
website at: https://
www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/
whoshouldvax.htm

Always consult with your
physician about your
specific health status
and the need for a flu
vaccine.
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Captured
at Peoples!
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2019 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSES
(FROM THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION) Jan –Nov
January: ….God who created all things; that through the
church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made
known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places. (Eph 3:1-12)

June: ...I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; even as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us,
so that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. (John
17:20-26)

February: ...For I delivered to you as of first importance what I
also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with July:… Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of
the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the Christ. 3 For if any one thinks he is something, when he is noththird day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he ap- ing, he deceives himself. (Gal 6:1-6)7-16
peared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Cor 15:1-15)
August...Man, who made me a judge or divider over you?” And
he said to them, “Take heed, and beware of all covetousness; for
March: … when a man turns to the Lord the veil is removed.
a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
[a]
there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the (Luke 12:13-21)
glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one
degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is
the Spirit. (2 Cor 3:12-4:2)

September: Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. (Heb 13:1-8,15-16)

April:.. Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own. (Phil 3:4b-14)

October: “If you had faith as a grain of mustard seed, you could
say to this sycamine tree, ‘Be rooted up, and be planted in the
sea,’ and it would obey you. (Luke 17:5-10)

May:….Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you girded yourself and walked where you would; but when you are old, November: … We are bound to give thanks to God always for
you, brethren, as is fitting, because your faith is growing abunyou will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and
dantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is incarry you where you do not wish to go. (John21:1-19)
creasing.(2 Thess 1:1-4,11-12)

January 2019 LECTIONARY READINGS
January 6
Epiphany
“Where is the Child? ”
Old Testament:
Isa 60:1-6
Gospel:
Matt 2:1-12
Epistle:
Eph 3:1-12
*******************************************
January 13
The Baptism of Christ
“Affirmed by Love”
Old Testament:
Isa 34:1-7
Gospel:
Luke 3:15-17,21-22
Epistle:
Acts 8-14-17
***********************************************
January 20
Second Sunday after Epiphany
“Extravagant Sign ”
Old Testament:
Isa 62:1-5
Gospel:
John 2:1-11
Epistle:
1 Cor 12-1-11

January 27
Third Sunday after Epiphany
“Good News, Good Ways”
Old Testament:
Ps 19
Gospel:
Luke 4:14-21
Epistle:
1 Cor 12-31a
**************************************************
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GENERAL INFORMATION
WEBSITE, FACEBOOK FAN PAGE, TWITTER &
LIVE STREAMING NEWS:

cordings. Thank you.
Facility Reservations: If you wish to reserve space for an
event and/or activity, please contact Ms. Yvette Hunter,
Operations Specialist, at the church office on (202)
829-5511 or email yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org to
complete a reservation contract. Facility reservations can
also be made online through the church’s website:
www.peopleschurchucc.org. Reservations are made on a
first come, first served basis; however, religious events
and funerals take precedence. Peoples Church is a
multi-use venue so reservations are necessary Member
and non-member reservation fees apply.

Our website address is www.peopleschurchucc.org. The
website is constantly being updated, so click the refresh
button when you visit. Our Twitter handle is
@PeoplesCongUCC. You do not need a Twitter Account
to follow Peoples Church.
The Prodder, Website, Facebook Fan Page, Twitter
and Live Streaming exist to further the social connection
with the membership of Peoples Congregational United
Church of Christ and with the community to promote
outreach and notices of important Church events. The
social networking tools are designed for easy mass
communication and media sharing. Through the Website,
members and users can access the Online Giving page to
donate to the General Operating Fund and purchase tickets
for Church events and fundraisers. Members/users can
view the Events Calendar to participate in the life of the
Church. Members can advertise Church events through the
Website, Facebook Fan Page and Twitter. Members/users
can view live streaming of Church Worship Services and
other special liturgical services from the Website on
Facebook Live. The Website is the “New Front Door of
the Church,” and allows members/users to interact,
communicate and connect to foster connectivity and
community.

Floral Arrangements for the Altar: To order a designer
floral arrangement to remember your loved one or
recognize a special day, contact Vernandi Richardson,
(202)829-5511 or Diane Miller for additional information.
Facilities Committee: First Aid Kits have been placed in
the Main Office and the Fellowship Hall/Kitchen area.
Incident Reporting Forms are also available in the Main
Office for completion. All incidents must be reported on
the forms, regardless of how small the incident is. The
completed forms should be given to any member of the
office/volunteer staff.
MINISTER’S EMAIL ADDRESS:
Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Hopson, Designated Senior
Minister: rhopson@peopleschurchucc.org

PLEASE NOTE: By attending Worship Services and
other liturgical services at Peoples Church, your image
may appear on camera during the transmission of live
streaming.

Rev. Venita – Enola George, Assistant Minister:
veg@peopleschurchucc.org

Prodder Guidelines: All announcements and flyers
must be submitted by the third Tuesday of the month
by 12:00 Noon. Announcements and flyers can be
emailed to info@peopleschurchucc.org, . Do not mail
information. Announcements should be no more than 50
words and should be informational about Peoples Church
events or members and their families. Announcements
may be edited.

CHURCH MODERATOR’S EMAIL ADDRESS:
Robert Hendricks anc4c01@hotmail.com>
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
(202) 829-5511 (Office)
Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations Specialist,
Yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org

NO PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO, OR AUDIO
RECORDING: This policy has been adopted to protect
the musicians and speakers who are a part of the worship
services and special events at the Church. The cooperation
of the congregation is essential to the observance of this
policy by visitors and guests. Photographs and CD
recordings of worship services and other events are
available as produced by the designated Church
photographers and the Sound Engineer. Please contact the
Church office to request specific photographs and/or re-

Ms. Donika Palmer, Administrative Assistant
dpalmer@peopleschurchucc.org

MAINTENANCE
Mr. Lawrence McDaniel
Mr. Gary Gardner
(Staff Vacancy)
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Church School
Pre-K
Adult Church School
Men’s Bible Study
Youth Ministry
GROW Ministry*
Noon Day Prayer
Bible Study
Deacon Prayer

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
1st and 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Wednesday

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
*Inactive
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Elmes Center
Nursery
Corbin Lounge
Quiet Room
Youth Lounge
Room 203 A & B
Corbin Lounge
Corbin Lounge
Small Lounge

*Inactive at this time

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Voices of Peoples

Tuesday

6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Fellowship Choir

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Rhythmic Choir

Wednesday

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Chancel Choir

Thursday

6:30 p.m. —8:00 p.m.

Men’s Chorus

Saturday

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m

CHURCH BOARDS MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULES
Board of Christian Education

2nd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Board of Trustees

2nd Wednesday

6:30 p.m.

Christian Social Action

2nd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Church Council

3rd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Board of Deacons

Saturday Before the 1st Sunday

12:00 p.m.

PEOPLES NEIGHBORHOOD FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Hours of Operation:
Tuesday and Saturday By Appointment Call 202-726-3198
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
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