Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ
4704 Thirteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20011
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WORSHIP SERVICES
10:00 a.m.
Sundays
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Deacons’ Prayer Service
Wednesday at 12:00 p.m.
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Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
Bible Study Thursday
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HOLY COMMUNION
First Sunday
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Nursery available during
10:00 a.m. service

Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Hopson
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Rev. Venita - Enola George
Assistant Minister
Clyde T. Parker,
Minister of Music
202-829-5511
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Follow us on Twitter
@PeoplesCongUCC

March 2019
MINISTER’S MESSAGE
What does it mean to be a Christian? I suspect most of the
answers would involve something about believing “in”
Jesus, believing Jesus is God’s “only” son, believing Jesus
was born of a virgin, accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, etc.
Basically, being a Christian has come to mean affirming a set of statements
regarding the person of Jesus. Ironically, that is likely the last thing Jesus the
person, as we find him captured in the Gospels, would have wanted people to
do. For Jesus, being a follower of his (the term Christian was not known to
Jesus, or his first followers), meant literally, following him. In Jesus day there
were men who wandered the little villages and desert of the Galilee teaching
various ideas about life and God, or the Gods (for some there was more than
one God). John the Baptist is an example of one of these men wandering the
countryside preaching about personal radical change (“repentance”). In fact,
one of the few things we can know for certain about Jesus is, he was a follower
of John, a Johanian if you will, for the first part of his life. After John died,
Jesus took up his mantle however he expanded John’s message beyond one of
personal radical change, to radical change on a personal and social level. Jesus
message was so effective, it began to disturb the powers that be, both religious
and secular. Some of the Temple authorities didn’t like what he was doing, and
word got to the Roman authorities that Jesus was a petty nuisance that they’d
do better to eliminate rather than tolerate. So, Jesus was killed, by the
Romans, for being a subversive. And as the saying goes, the rest is history…that
is, our story, the story of the followers of Jesus, who took his name by way of
the title he acquired as his followers recalled his life and tried to make sense of
it: “Christ,” Greek for “Messiah,” Hebrew for the ‘chosen one.’ So, we are
Christ-ians, literally “Christ-folk.” So what does that mean? Well, if we take
Jesus life as the model, to be a Christian-ian means nothing about what you
believe (it was said Jesus once told someone “the demons believe, and
tremble”), belief is in some sense beside the point. To be a Christ person, is to
follow Christ, to follow in his footsteps, to do what he did. And when it was
summed up what he did, it simply was said of him: “he went about doing
good,” so much good that many concluded if God were to take human form,
surely God would bev like Jesus: “the Word (God) became flesh and dwelt
among us.” So, here we are, Christ-ians, Christ person, perhaps, that is, if we
follow him and commit to going about doing good.

MISSION AND VISION OF THE CHURCH

VISION OF THE CHURCH

MISSION OF THE CHURCH

The Mission of Peoples Congregational United Church of “…so we, who are many, are one body in Christ and individually we are members of one another.” (Romans 12:5
NRSV)

Christ is:
•

•

•

•

To worship God and preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ, and to labor for peace and justice so that the Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ is a progressive Christian community called by faith, led by hope,
world may become the kingdom of God on earth;
and united by love to build strong and committed disciples
To foster within its membership, by its teaching and for Jesus Christ and to be a spiritual presence locally and
globally in service to humanity. This vision is lived out
its ministry, the spirit which was in Christ;
through our focus on relationship with the Lord, which
To be to its membership and the community a source produces perspective; scholarship in study of the Scripof spiritual refreshment, guidance, transformation, tures, which produces focus; stewardship awareness in our
giving and sharing which produces trust; and fellowship
comfort and support;
with our sisters and brothers in Christ, which produces
To impress upon its membership the need for mutual unity.
loyalty and charity;

•

To teach its young people the noble traditions of its “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, so that
past; to point them to the possibilities of its future, a runner may read it, for there is a vision for the apand to give guidance in the building of Christian char- pointed time…” (Habakkuk 2:2-3 NRSV)
acter; and

•

To educate and develop its members for consecrated
and sacrificial service.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Hospitality Circle requests your participation in selection of the 2019 recipient of the Rupert B. Clark Service
Award. The award is presented to recognize an individual
in the church or community who has an established record
of Christian service, particularly to Peoples Congregational
United Church of Christ.
The nomination forms for your submission are available on
the table near the Church Office as you enter the church.
The deadline for receiving your nomination is April 29,
2019. The recipient of the 2019 Rupert B. Clark Service
Award will be announced in June. If you have questions
about the process see any member of the Rupert B. Clark
Service Award Committee listed on the form. Thank you.
Marie Whitaker, President of Hospitality Circle

Tickets are on sale for the CONSTANCE STEVENS JAZZ
DINNER EXTRAVAGANZA on Sunday, April
28,2019. Shirleta Settles, renowned Jazz, Gospel, R&B and
Pop singer will be the featured entertainer. Tickets will be
available in the Atrium after service or contact any member
of the Food Pantry for ticket and further information.

Peoples Church Youth Choir Update
Good news from Clyde T. Parker, Minister
of Music and the Music and Arts
Committee! Samuel Cromwell has agreed
to serve as director of our Youth Choir here
at Peoples Church! He currently serves as the Director of
our Fellowship Choir and has much experience in working
with voices and youth of all ages. All students interested
in preparing for the Youth Choir’s first performance on
Palm Sunday, April 14th, are requested to remain after
the morning worship service Sunday March 10th to begin
rehearsals for this important church service. A second
rehearsal is planned for Saturday, April 13th, the day before
Palm Sunday with a time to be determined. Parents, we
are counting on you to encourage your children and
their friends to participate in our youth music ministry.
Please plan now to be present and to remain after the
worship services on Sunday, March 10th. For further
information, you may contact Music and Arts
Co-Chairperson, Thomas Bland on
thomas.bland1207@gmail.com or Camia Stevenson, Parent
Coordinator on camia.stevenson@k12.dc.gov

The Girl Scouts of Peoples Congregational
Church would like to invite you to the Girl
Scout Sunday service on Sunday, March 10,
2019 at the 10:00 am service. Past Gold Award Peoples
Church Girl Scout and dynamic speaker and motivator,
Yasmine Arrington, will deliver the message to celebrate 50
Years in Girl Scouting at Peoples Church and the 107th
Birthday of Girl Scouts. All are invited to help celebrate
this wonderful occasion. Girl Scout cookies will be
available for sale during the coffee hour following the
service.
Sunday March 17, 2019 for a inspiring worship service,
led by The Pink Champions, featuring Susan Braden. The
theme "I'm Not Lucky, I'm Loved". Mrs. Braden was
diagnosed with a rare cancer in 2015 and battles it with her
arsenal of music, comedy, chemotherapy and faith. She has
written and performs her one woman Metastatic Musical
Comedy, "Because I Can, Sir! "Looking forward to you
joining us. Back by poplar demand, Pink Champion note
cards. Also, available, t shirts and posters; hoodies will be
added soon. For more information and orders contact
Jennine Jackson or Lynda Mack.

The Men’s Fellowship appreciates the
Congregation for its quick response to the
Winter Clothes Drive. We received over 100
quality items in the short time frame. Almost
half the items were coats for men (30) and women (10). The
items were delivered to the Community for Creative
Non-Violence, which distributed the clothes upon arrival.
The coordinator, Mr. Bernard Williams sent a note of
thanks to Peoples for this much needed donation of clothes.

The Scholarship Committee is now accepting
scholarship applications from high school seniors who plan to attend college or an accredited
post-secondary institution of higher learning. The scholarship application with instructions may be obtained from
the church website at http://peopleschurchucc.org/
scholarship/ or on the table in the church lobby, by February 20th. Please note, the due date for applications and all
supporting documentation is Friday, April 19th, at 5:00 pm.
If you have any questions, please contact the Scholarship
Committee at peoplesscholarship@gmail.com. Thank you."
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2019 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSES
(FROM THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION) Jan –Nov
January: ….God who created all things; that through the church
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the
principalities and powers in the heavenly places. (Eph 3:1-12)

June: ...I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; even as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us,
so that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. (John
February: ...For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 17:20-26)
also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the July:… Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of
third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he ap- Christ. 3 For if any one thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. (Gal 6:1-6)7-16
peared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Cor 15:1-15)
March: … when a man turns to the Lord the veil is removed.
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord
is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding[a] the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from
the Lord who is the Spirit. (2 Cor 3:12-4:2)
April:.. Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own. (Phil 3:4b-14)

August...Man, who made me a judge or divider over you?” And
he said to them, “Take heed, and beware of all covetousness; for
a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.
(Luke 12:13-21)
September: Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. (Heb 13:1-8,15-16)

October: “If you had faith as a grain of mustard seed, you could
say to this sycamine tree, ‘Be rooted up, and be planted in the
May:….Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you gird- sea,’ and it would obey you. (Luke 17:5-10)
ed yourself and walked where you would; but when you are old,
November: … We are bound to give thanks to God always for
you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and
you, brethren, as is fitting, because your faith is growing abuncarry you where you do not wish to go. (John21:1-19)
dantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing.(2 Thess 1:1-4,11-12)

March 2019 LECTIONARY READINGS
March 3
Last Sunday after Epiphany
“Astounding Glory ”
Old Testament:
Ex 34:29-35
Gospel:
Luke 9:28-36
Epistle:
2 Cor 3:12-4:2
*******************************************
March 10
First Sunday of Lent
“Wilderness Companions”
Old Testament:
Ps 91:1-2,9-16
Gospel:
Luke 4:1-13
Epistle:
Romans 10:8b-13
***********************************************
March 17
Second Sunday of Lent
“Strong and Tender ”
Old Testament:
Ps 27
Gospel:
Luke 13:31-35
Epistle:

March 24
Third Sunday of Lent
“Open Invitation”
Old Testament:
Gospel:
Epistle:

Ps 63:1-8
Luke 13:1-9
1 Cor 10:1-13

**************************************************
March31
Fourth Sunday of Lent
“Embracing Love”
Old Testament:
Ps 5:9-12
Gospel:
Luke 15:1-3,11b-32
Epistle:
2Cor 5:16-21
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GENERAL INFORMATION
WEBSITE, FACEBOOK FAN PAGE, TWITTER &
LIVE STREAMING NEWS:

cordings. Thank you.
Facility Reservations: If you wish to reserve space for an
event and/or activity, please contact Ms. Yvette Hunter,
Operations Specialist, at the church office on (202)
829-5511 or email yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org to
complete a reservation contract. Facility reservations can
also be made online through the church’s website:
www.peopleschurchucc.org. Reservations are made on a
first come, first served basis; however, religious events
and funerals take precedence. Peoples Church is a
multi-use venue so reservations are necessary Member
and non-member reservation fees apply.

Our website address is www.peopleschurchucc.org. The
website is constantly being updated, so click the refresh
button when you visit. Our Twitter handle is
@PeoplesCongUCC. You do not need a Twitter Account
to follow Peoples Church.
The Prodder, Website, Facebook Fan Page, Twitter
and Live Streaming exist to further the social connection
with the membership of Peoples Congregational United
Church of Christ and with the community to promote
outreach and notices of important Church events. The
social networking tools are designed for easy mass
communication and media sharing. Through the Website,
members and users can access the Online Giving page to
donate to the General Operating Fund and purchase tickets
for Church events and fundraisers. Members/users can
view the Events Calendar to participate in the life of the
Church. Members can advertise Church events through the
Website, Facebook Fan Page and Twitter. Members/users
can view live streaming of Church Worship Services and
other special liturgical services from the Website on
Facebook Live. The Website is the “New Front Door of
the Church,” and allows members/users to interact,
communicate and connect to foster connectivity and
community.

Floral Arrangements for the Altar: To order a designer
floral arrangement to remember your loved one or
recognize a special day, contact Vernandi Richardson,
(202)829-5511 or Diane Miller for additional information.
Facilities Committee: First Aid Kits have been placed in
the Main Office and the Fellowship Hall/Kitchen area.
Incident Reporting Forms are also available in the Main
Office for completion. All incidents must be reported on
the forms, regardless of how small the incident is. The
completed forms should be given to any member of the
office/volunteer staff.
MINISTER’S EMAIL ADDRESS:
Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Hopson, Designated Senior
Minister: rhopson@peopleschurchucc.org

PLEASE NOTE: By attending Worship Services and
other liturgical services at Peoples Church, your image
may appear on camera during the transmission of live
streaming.

Rev. Venita – Enola George, Assistant Minister:
veg@peopleschurchucc.org

Prodder Guidelines: All announcements and flyers
must be submitted by the third Tuesday of the month
by 12:00 Noon. Announcements and flyers can be
emailed to info@peopleschurchucc.org, . Do not mail
information. Announcements should be no more than 50
words and should be informational about Peoples Church
events or members and their families. Announcements
may be edited.

CHURCH MODERATOR’S EMAIL ADDRESS:
Robert Hendricks anc4c01@hotmail.com>
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
(202) 829-5511 (Office)
Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations Specialist,
Yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org

NO PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO, OR AUDIO
RECORDING: This policy has been adopted to protect
the musicians and speakers who are a part of the worship
services and special events at the Church. The cooperation
of the congregation is essential to the observance of this
policy by visitors and guests. Photographs and CD
recordings of worship services and other events are
available as produced by the designated Church
photographers and the Sound Engineer. Please contact the
Church office to request specific photographs and/or re-

Ms. Donika Palmer, Administrative Assistant
dpalmer@peopleschurchucc.org

MAINTENANCE
Mr. Lawrence McDaniel
Mr. Gary Gardner
(Staff Vacancy)
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Church School
Pre-K
Adult Church School
Men’s Bible Study
Youth Ministry
GROW Ministry*
Noon Day Prayer
Bible Study
Deacon Prayer

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
1st and 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Wednesday

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
*Inactive
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Elmes Center
Nursery
Corbin Lounge
Quiet Room
Youth Lounge
Room 203 A & B
Corbin Lounge
Corbin Lounge
Small Lounge

*Inactive at this time

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Voices of Peoples

Tuesday

6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Fellowship Choir

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Rhythmic Choir

Wednesday

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Chancel Choir

Thursday

6:30 p.m. —8:00 p.m.

Men’s Chorus

Saturday

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

CHURCH BOARDS MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULES
Board of Christian Education

2nd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Board of Trustees

2nd Wednesday

6:30 p.m.

Christian Social Action

2nd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Church Council

3rd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Board of Deacons

Saturday Before the 1st Sunday

12:00 p.m.

PEOPLES NEIGHBORHOOD FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Hours of Operation:
Tuesday and Saturday By Appointment Call 202-726-3198
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
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Captured
at Peoples !
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