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WORSHIP SERVICES
10:00 a.m.
Sunday
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study
Deacons Prayer Service
Wednesday at 12:00 p.m.
Prayer Service
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
Bible Study Thursday
6:30-8:00 p.m.
HOLY COMMUNION
First Sunday
10:00 a.m. Worship
Nursery available during
10:00 a.m. service

Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Hopson
Designated Senior Minister
Rev. Venita - Enola
George
Assistant Minister
Clyde T. Parker,
Minister of Music

MINISTER’S MESSAGE

Greetings Church:

We are in the period of Lent. We are in a time of
Revitalization. Lent is considered a time of going inward,
self-reflection, looking back to offer repentance and seek
cleansing. Revitalization is considered a time of energetic
activity, new goals setting and optimism. How do we do
the work of Revitalization? during the period of lent. I invite you to consider nature and the spring season as
instructive. Spring is when things ‘get busy’ living again;
death surrenders to new life, brown surrenders to green,
cold surrenders to warmth and clouds surrender to sun.
Perhaps in the spirit of surrender, we can surrender our
usual conceptions of the season of Lent, to the example
offered by nature, and more befitting a time of revitalization. Let’s give up our tendency to look inward and back,
and embrace new possibilities, and a new atmosphere.
Just like the Spring time, rain is necessary for the life to
emerge, so let’s thank God for the rain (literally and metaphorically), and use it to facilitate the new life and new
possibilities toward which we are reaching in Revitalization.

202-829-5511
www.peopleschurchucc.org
Follow us on Twitter
@PeoplesCongUCC

Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Hopson

MISSION AND VISION OF THE CHURCH

VISION OF THE CHURCH

MISSION OF THE CHURCH

The Mission of Peoples Congregational United Church of “…so we, who are many, are one body in Christ and individually we are members of one another.” (Romans 12:5
NRSV)

Christ is:
•

•

•

•

to worship God and preach the gospel of Jesus Christ,
and to labor for peace and justice so that the world Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ is a progressive Christian community called by faith, led by hope,
may become the kingdom of God on earth;
and united by love to build strong and committed disciples
to foster within its membership, by its teaching and its for Jesus Christ and to be a spiritual presence locally and
globally in service to humanity. This vision is lived out
ministry, the spirit which was in Christ;
through our focus on relationship with the Lord, which
to be to its membership and the community a source produces perspective; scholarship in study of the Scripof spiritual refreshment, guidance, transformation, tures, which produces focus; stewardship awareness in our
giving and sharing which produces trust; and fellowship
comfort and support;
with our sisters and brothers in Christ, which produces
to impress upon its membership the need for mutual unity.
loyalty and charity;

•

to teach its young people the noble traditions of its “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, so that
past; to point them to the possibilities of its future, a runner may read it, for there is a vision for the apand to give guidance in the building of Christian char- pointed time…” (Habakkuk 2:2-3 NRSV)
acter; and

•

to educate and develop its members for consecrated
and sacrificial service.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Official Call to The Potomac Association 2019 Spring
Meeting
TO: Delegates of the Local Churches and Authorized Ministers of the Potomac Association, Central Atlantic Conference-United Church of Christ
The Delegates and Authorized Ministers of the Potomac
Association are called to the 2019 Spring Meeting. Saturday, May 4, 2019 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

The Church Council has appointed a By-Law
Amendment Working Group to examine and
propose amendments to the Church
by-laws. The Working Group members
are: Patricia Ellis, Lead and At-Large Council member;
Brenda Ewing, Church Treasurer; Robert Hendricks,
Church Moderator; Brenda V. Smith, Immediate Past
Church Moderator; Marie Whitaker, President, COCC;
and Esther Williams Yarborough, At-Large Council
member. During the month of April 2019 the Group will
reach out to the heads of Church organizations to discuss
and preview amendments. Individual Church members
who wish to share specific concerns on specific portions of
the by-laws may submit brief comments to
PatriciaJEllis@aol.com before April 30. Copies of Current
by-laws are available for review at the Church office during
regular office hours effective April 1.
•

United Christian Parish
11508 North Shore Drive
Reston, Virginia 20190-4316
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. $15.00 Registration
Fee
(Registration Fee includes Registration, Continental
Breakfast and Lunch)
Please contact: Robert Faison, Associate Moderator to
register.
associatemoderatorpa@gmail.com
•

•

The proposed amended by-laws will be presented
to the Church Council for recommended adoption
by the full governing body. The Working Group
hopes to present the finished product to the full
governing body for adoption in the summer of
2019.

Among the issues to be discussed and voted upon are
the slate of officer, the new Potomac Association Constitution and Bylaws and the new Manual on Ministry. Your attendance is vital.

The Women's Fellowship regular meeting will be
April 20th, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the Corbin Lounge. Bring
food or drink to share. The April lunch of the Women's
Fellowship will be on Wednesday April 24th at 12:30. The
location will be announced. For more information, contact
June Jeffries at jjeffries1978@verizon.net or leave a message
at the church office.

There are plenty of opportunities available for you to serve
God and God’s people at the Potomac Association level
through one of our four standing committees or through
the Association Board of Directors. If you are interested in
learning more on how you can serve, be a blessing to others,
and affect change in the Association; please contact
Minister Robert “Bobby” Faison, Associate Moderator, PA,
CAC, UCC at associatemoderatorpa@gmail.com or at
240-501-2475. Clergy and Lay Persons are welcome.

Tickets are on sale for the CONSTANCE
STEVENS JAZZ DINNER EXTRAVAGANZA on Sunday, April 28, 2019. Shirleta Settles,
renowned Jazz, Gospel, R&B and Pop singer
will be the featured entertainer. Tickets will
be available in the Atrium after service or contact any member of the Food Pantry for ticket and further information.

The Camellia Circle will once again provide
Easter lilies & flowering plants for sale from
Good Friday to Easter Sunday. Also, we
will feature our scrumptious fish, chicken and
veggie dinners. There will be delicious homemade baked
goods available. You may pre-order on-line or pay by check
made out to Camellia Circle. A Camellia Circle member
will be available after worship service on all Sundays prior
to Good Friday.
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Scholarship
April 2019
Dear Peoples Church:
The Scholarship Committee invites you and friends of Peoples Church to continue our rich
legacy of helping young people attain higher education goals by making a contribution or
regular contributions to the Peoples Scholarship Fund. Your donations help students better
afford college by allowing us to increase the scholarship awards to students associated with
the church or the surrounding community. We provide book grants for up to four years for
Peoples Church members and scholarships to Peoples Church members, Peoples Church
Program participants, and Community Scholars from District of Columbia Public High
Schools.

As the cost of education continues to rise on average five percent, the Scholarship Committee
is appealing for donations from scholarship alumni.
How you can help:
Make a donation of any size and at any time by:
o Going online to contribute using the church website, or
o Placing a check in the blue envelope on the church pew, and writing the amount donated
on the envelope, next to “Scholarship Fund”, or
o Writing in “Scholarship Fund” on your personalized contribution envelopes that are sent
to you by the church, or
o Making a contribution during the Scholarship collection at the end of service, every 4th
Sunday
Make a gift on behalf of a family member or loved one. If you would like to give a named
scholarship, in the amount of $1,500 or more, the Scholarship Committee will present the
scholarship in honor of or in memory of your loved one. Please contact Sybil Hammond at
smhammond22@gmail.com or Robina Barlow at rkbarlow@aol.com.
The Scholarship Committee, through the generous donations of Peoples Church members, has
given over $250,000 dollars in scholarships and book grant awards to over 100 students over
the past 5 years, with a legacy of giving over the past 30 years.

Thank you for your continued support of this richly rewarding community service of the
church.
Blessings,
Peoples Scholarship Committee
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THE WELLNESS CORNER
How to Dispose of Unused Medicines
Is your medicine cabinet filled with expired medications you no longer use?
Most drugs can be thrown in the household trash but according to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA),
you must take certain precautions before throwing them out. A few drugs should be flushed down the toilet
but only do so if the patient instruction on the information pamphlet specifically instructs you to do so. The
same disposal methods for prescription drugs can be applied to over-the-counter drugs as well.
There are also many community-based “take-back” initiatives which offer a safe disposal alternative.
Above all, do not give medications to friends. A drug that works for you could be dangerous for someone else.
In the Household Trash:
To throw drugs away in your trash at home, the FDA has some simple guidelines to follow:
Remove the medication from its original container and mix it with an undesirable substance, such as used
coffee grounds or kitty litter. Mixing the drugs with something less appealing helps detract curious children
and pets and make them unrecognizable to people who may be seeking drugs in the trash.
Place the mixture in a sealable bag, empty can, or other container to prevent the drug from leaking or breaking out of a garbage bag.
Remember to remove any personal information from the packaging to protect your health information.
Inhalers are now more environmentally friendly and most can be may be thrown into household trash or recyclables Check the label first.
Flushing:
The FDA recommends flushing of certain powerful narcotics, pain relievers and other controlled substances
to reduce the danger of unintentional overdose and illegal abuse.
Some commonly prescribed drugs recommended for flushing are:
Diazepam Gel
Fentanyl Patch
Hydromorphone (Dilaudid)tabs.
Meperidine tabs Methadone tabs Methylphenidate Patch
Morphine tabs. and caps.
Oxycodone alone and in combinations (Percodan, Percocet)
Environmental Concerns: Some people have concerns about trace levels of drug residues found in surface
water and in some community drinking water. The FDA does require an environmental assessment before a
drug is approved and so far, for those submitted there is no indication of environmental effects due to flushing.
Because the agency does not want to add drug residues into the water systems unnecessarily, it continuously
reviews its drug labels to identify products with disposal directions recommended for flushing or disposal
down the sink.
The National Prescription Drug Take Back Day
This program aims to provide a safe, convenient, and responsible means of disposing of prescription drugs,
while also educating the general public about the potential for abuse of medications.
This year, you may take back unused medicines on April 27, 2019 from 10am to 2 pm to the following centers:
The list of Rx Take-back sites will be posted in the “What’s Happening at Peoples” during the month of
April.
THE WELLNESS MINISTRY AT PEOPLES CHURCH WILL GIVE OUT

FREE DETERRA DRUG DEACTIVATION SYSTEMS
ON EACH SUNDAY IN APRIL IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL.
BE SURE TO PICK UP YOUR PACKET.
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2019 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSES
(FROM THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION) Jan –Nov
January: ….God who created all things; that through the church
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the
principalities and powers in the heavenly places. (Eph 3:1-12)

June: ...I do not pray for these only, but also for those who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one; even as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us,
so that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. (John
February: ...For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 17:20-26)
also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the July:… Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of
third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he ap- Christ. 3 For if any one thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. (Gal 6:1-6)7-16
peared to Cephas, then to the twelve. (1 Cor 15:1-15)
March: … when a man turns to the Lord the veil is removed.
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding[a] the
glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one
degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is
the Spirit. (2 Cor 3:12-4:2)
April:.. Not that I have already obtained this or am already
perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. (Phil 3:4b-14)

August...Man, who made me a judge or divider over you?” And
he said to them, “Take heed, and beware of all covetousness; for
a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.
(Luke 12:13-21)
September:.. Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to
show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares. (Heb 13:1-8,15-16)

October: ...“If you had faith as a grain of mustard seed, you could
say to this sycamine tree, ‘Be rooted up, and be planted in the
May:….Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you gird- sea,’ and it would obey you. (Luke 17:5-10)
ed yourself and walked where you would; but when you are old,
November: … We are bound to give thanks to God always for
you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and
you, brethren, as is fitting, because your faith is growing abuncarry you where you do not wish to go. (John21:1-19)
dantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing.(2 Thess 1:1-4,11-12)

April 2019 LECTIONARY READINGS
April 7
Fifth Sunday of Lent
“Something New ”

April 28
Second Sunday of Easter
“Resurrection Witness”
Old Testament:
Isa 43:16-21 Old Testament:
Ps 150
Gospel:
John 12:1-8
Gospel:
John 10:19-31
Epistle:
Epistle:
Rev.1:4-8
*******************************************
April 14
**************************************************
Sixth Sunday of Lent
“Into Jerusalem”
Old Testament:
Isa 50:4-9a
Gospel:
Luke 23:1-49
Epistle:
***********************************************
April 21
Easter
“Resurrection Joy ”
Old Testament:
Isa 65:17-25
Gospel:
John 20:1-18
Epistle:
1 Cor 15:19-26
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Church School
Pre-K
Adult Church School
Men’s Bible Study
Youth Ministry
Noon Day Prayer
Bible Study
Deacon Prayer

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
1st and 3rd Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Wednesday

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Elmes Center
Nursery
Corbin Lounge
Quiet Room
Youth Lounge
Corbin Lounge
Corbin Lounge
Small Lounge

*Inactive at this time

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Voices of Peoples

Tuesday

6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Fellowship Choir

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Rhythmic Choir

Wednesday

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Chancel Choir

Thursday

6:30 p.m. —8:00 p.m.

Men’s Chorus

Saturday

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m

CHURCH BOARDS MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULES
Board of Christian Education

2nd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Board of Trustees

2nd Wednesday

6:30 p.m.

Christian Social Action

2nd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Church Council

3rd Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Board of Deacons

Saturday before the 1st Sunday

12:00 p.m.

PEOPLES NEIGHBORHOOD FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Hours of Operation:
Tuesday and Saturday By Appointment Call 202-726-3198
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
WEBSITE, FACEBOOK FAN PAGE, TWITTER &
LIVE STREAMING NEWS:

cordings. Thank you.
Facility Reservations: If you wish to reserve space for an
event and/or activity, please contact Ms. Yvette Hunter,
Operations Specialist, at the church office on (202)
829-5511 or email yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org to
complete a reservation contract. Facility reservations can
also be made online through the church’s website:
www.peopleschurchucc.org. Reservations are made on a
first come, first served basis; however, religious events
and funerals take precedence. Peoples Church is a
multi-use venue so reservations are necessary Member
and non-member reservation fees apply.

Our website address is www.peopleschurchucc.org. The
website is constantly being updated, so click the refresh
button when you visit. Our Twitter handle is
@PeoplesCongUCC. You do not need a Twitter Account
to follow Peoples Church.
The Prodder, Website, Facebook Fan Page, Twitter
and Live Streaming exist to further the social connection
with the membership of Peoples Congregational United
Church of Christ and with the community to promote
outreach and notices of important Church events. The
social networking tools are designed for easy mass
communication and media sharing. Through the Website,
members and users can access the Online Giving page to
donate to the General Operating Fund and purchase tickets
for Church events and fundraisers. Members/users can
view the Events Calendar to participate in the life of the
Church. Members can advertise Church events through the
Website, Facebook Fan Page and Twitter. Members/users
can view live streaming of Church Worship Services and
other special liturgical services from the Website on
Facebook Live. The Website is the “New Front Door of
the Church,” and allows members/users to interact,
communicate and connect to foster connectivity and
community.

Floral Arrangements for the Altar: To order a designer
floral arrangement to remember your loved one or
recognize a special day, contact Vernandi Richardson,
(202)829-5511 or Diane Miller for additional information.
Facilities Committee: First Aid Kits have been placed in
the Main Office and the Fellowship Hall/Kitchen area.
Incident Reporting Forms are also available in the Main
Office for completion. All incidents must be reported on
the forms, regardless of how small the incident is. The
completed forms should be given to any member of the
office/volunteer staff.
MINISTERS EMAIL ADDRESS:
Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Hopson, Designated Senior
Minister: rhopson@peopleschurchucc.org

PLEASE NOTE: By attending Worship Services and
other liturgical services at Peoples Church, your image
may appear on camera during the transmission of live
streaming.

Rev. Venita – Enola George, Assistant Minister:
veg@peopleschurchucc.org

Prodder Guidelines: All announcements and flyers
must be submitted by the third Tuesday of the month
by 12:00 Noon. Announcements and flyers can be
emailed to info@peopleschurchucc.org, . Do not mail
information. Announcements should be no more than 50
words and should be informational about Peoples Church
events or members and their families. Announcements
may be edited.

CHURCH MODERATOR’S EMAIL ADDRESS:
Robert Hendricks anc4c01@hotmail.com>
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
(202) 829-5511 (Office)
Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations Specialist,
Yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org

NO PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO, OR AUDIO
RECORDING: This policy has been adopted to protect
the musicians and speakers who are a part of the worship
services and special events at the Church. The cooperation
of the congregation is essential to the observance of this
policy by visitors and guests. Photographs and CD
recordings of worship services and other events are
available as produced by the designated Church
photographers and the Sound Engineer. Please contact the
Church office to request specific photographs and/or re-

Ms. Donika Palmer, Administrative Assistant
dpalmer@peopleschurchucc.org

MAINTENANCE
Mr. Lawrence McDaniel
(Staff Vacancy)
(Staff Vacancy)
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THE FIRST WORD
Bishop Dwayne D. Royster

"Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they do."
Luke 23:34
THE SECOND WORD
Rev. Dr. Sherry Davis Molock

"Truly, I say to you, today you will be
with me in Paradise."
Luke 23:43

THE THIRD WORD
Minister Sam McFerran

"Jesus said to his mother: "Woman, this is
your son."
Then he said to the disciple: "This is your
mother."
John 19:26-27
THE FOURTH WORD
Rev. Graylan Scott Hagler

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?"
Matthew 27:46
THE FIFTH WORD
Rev. Guy O. Molock, Jr.

"I thirst."

Good Friday Service
Friday April 19, 2019
At Noon

John 19:28
THE SIXTH WORD
Rev. Kathy Dryer

Peoples Congregational United
Church of Christ
4704 13th Street N.W.
Washington D.C. 20019

When Jesus had received the wine, he
said, "It is finished;"
and he bowed his head and handed over
the spirit.
John 19:30
THE SEVENTH WORD
Min. Dr. Helga Baskett-Tippett

Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
"Father, into your hands I commend my
spirit."
Luke 23:46
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Captured
at Peoples!

10

