Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ
4704 Thirteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20011
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WORSHIP SERVICES
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10:00 a.m.
Adult Church School
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study
Thursday at 6:00-7:30 p.m.
HOLY COMMUNION
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Nursery available during
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Rev. Brandon Harris
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Robert Hendricks, Moderator
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Nina Faulk-Knight
Carolyn Veiga
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Esther Yarborough
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Pat Ellis
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MISSION AND VISION OF THE CHURCH

MISSION OF THE CHURCH

The Mission of Peoples Congregational United Church of
Christ is:

vidually we are members of one another.” (Romans 12:5
NRSV)
Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ is a progressive Christian community called by faith, led by hope,
and united by love to build strong and committed disciples
for Jesus Christ and to be a spiritual presence locally and
globally in service to humanity. This vision is lived out
through our focus on relationship with the Lord, which
produces perspective; scholarship in study of the Scriptures, which produces focus; stewardship awareness in our
giving and sharing which produces trust; and fellowship
with our sisters and brothers in Christ, which produces
unity.

•

To worship God and preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ, and to labor for peace and justice so that the
world may become the kingdom of God on earth;

•

To foster within its membership, by its teaching and
its ministry, the spirit which was in Christ;

•

To be to its membership and the community a source
of spiritual refreshment, guidance, transformation,
comfort and support;

•

To impress upon its membership the need for mutual “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, so that
loyalty and charity;
a runner may read it, for there is a vision for the ap-

•

To teach its young people the noble traditions of its
past; to point them to the possibilities of its future,
and to give guidance in the building of Christian character; and

•

To educate and develop its members for consecrated
and sacrificial service.

VISION OF THE CHURCH
“…so we, who are many, are one body in Christ and indi2

pointed time…” (Habakkuk 2:2-3 NRSV)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thursday Evening Bible Study: Rev. Harris conducts Bible Study each week. Winter Hours are in effect and class will
begin at 6:00 p.m. in the Corbin Lounge. Interested members, who cannot attend in person, will be able to participate
by conference call. The call-in number is (515) 604-9545, and the Access Code is 659959#. Please join us either in
person or virtually!

Rev. Brandon Harris and the Board of Christian Education invite the entire church community to attend the
Lenten Institute for 2020. We will be exploring stewardship, sustainability and faith in action. Rev. Harris has
selected the book: A World Worth Saving: Lenten Spiritual Practices for Action as the Church- wide book for discussion. The
first seminar will take place on Thursday, March 5th and will continue each Thursday through April 2nd ; and end on
Tuesday April 7th. These sessions are for the entire family. Books will be available for sale for $10.00; in the Atrium
after Service. Nursey services will be available
The Girl Scouts of Peoples Congregational Church would like to invite you to the Girl Scout Sunday
Service on Sunday, March 8, 2020 at 10:00 am. Christian Herald, Ambassador and Gold Award Girl Scout
at Peoples Church is an accomplished orator. She will deliver the message to celebrate the 108th Birthday of
Girl Scouts. All are invited to help celebrate this wonderful occasion.

Please join us for a hymn sing of GIA’ s newest hymnal: One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism An African
American Ecumenical Hymnal. The price of the hymnal at the event is $20. This event is a hymn festival
under the direction of Dr. James Abbington, who is the chairman and executive editor of One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism. Choirs and Choir Directors from the DC area will be present. Monday, April 27th 7:00
p.m. at Peoples Congregational United of Christ 4704 13th St NW Washington, DC 20011
The Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce the availability of Peoples Church Scholarships to graduating seniors of Peoples Church, Peoples Church Community Members
and designated D.C. Public High School enrolling at accredited post-secondary institutions of higher learning in Fall
2020. Applications will be available to applicants on March 6, 2020 and can be found on the Peoples Church Website
under the 'Scholarship' tab. Applicants can also apply via hard-copy forms, which can be found on table at glass-door
entrance of the church. The deadline date for applications will be Friday, April 17, 2020. Instructions on how/where to
submit applications will be on the forms. Any questions regarding applications, please email us at
scholarship@peopleschurchucc.org
The Nominating Committee has started accepting Nominations for vacancies on Boards, Committees and Church
Officers. Please consider joining the Church Leadership Team. If you are interested, during our Founders’ Day Coffee
Hour on Sunday, March 1, 2020 you may pick up an informational package to review the summary of duties for the
various Church Boards or Committees; or just speak with current Board or Committee Officer. You may also nominate
yourself or someone else to serve on a Board or Committee by visiting the Church's website at https://
peopleschurchucc.org/call-for-nominations/. On the "call-for-nominations" website page you will find Nominations
forms and additional information regarding the various Boards and Committees. You may also email the Nominating
Committee directly if you have questions at nominations@peopleschurchucc.org.
Thank in advance for answering the call to serve, because the church needs YOU!

The Hospitality Circle will present the RUPERT B. CLARK SERVICE AWARD to deserving church members in
June 2020. Nomination forms will be available on the information table across from the church office and are to be
submitted no later than Thursday, April 30, 2020. Completed forms may be given to Marie Whitaker, President of
Hospitality Circle, Walter Faggett, Chair of the Hospitality Circle Rupert Clark Service Award Committee or any of
the Members whose names are included on the form.
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Congregation Appreciation !!!
“Season Greetings Mrs. Shirley Mosley– Director of
the Food Pantry at Peoples Congregational
United Church of Christ. We wish to offer our
warm gratitude for the Christmas food basket from
the Church. We are so Happy for the gifts we appreciate the many volunteers and members of the Church
who work so hard to assist us. When we arrived at
the Church and were treated with Love, dignity and
respect by the ladies at the front desk. We love the
wreaths, cards, dolls, candles, wrapping paper, hats,
gloves, etc we are grateful. You all made us very happy it feels good to know that Peoples Church remembers us, and care about us during December . Thank
you Mrs. Shirley, Mr. Moore, Mr. Art, and all the volunteers and members for you love and mercy.” Miss Fadojutimi.

“Seasons Greetings all that put food on my table
when I wasn’t able to. I just want to thank you for
smiling pleasantly saying good morning when sometimes I was low spirited. Thank you.”
– Miss G. Williams

“Your support alleviated the stress of providing good
meals to celebrate the holidays and allowed families
to enjoy time with their loved ones. This quality time
spent at the table together around a meal provided
memories that last a lifetime. You helped make that
happen for twenty families this holiday season. On
behalf of the families we serve, our board of directors
and staff at community lodgings, we offer our sincere
thanks and best wishes.”
Lynn Thomas Executive Director
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The Board of Trustees extends its heartfelt thank you for the faithful response of
the organizations and members of our congregation for your generous response to giving appeals at the end of 2019. We are still
finalizing the calculations to close out the
books for last year but on preliminary review we can say that although we did not
fully close the gap between revenue and expenditures, the church is in a solid cash position and we continue to pay all of our obligations on time. We look forward to providing a more complete update when all of the
analysis is complete.

Happy 28th Anniversary!
Peoples Congregational UCC has been
serving as a Host site for Share for 28
years!
At Share, anyone can buy $40-$45 worth
of healthy groceries once a month, every
month, for just $22. This means that
families can make their food Budget go
twice as far without skimping on the
quality of or nutrition in their food.
Special thanks to Mr. Pierce and
volunteers for continuing to serve the
community

Wellness Corner

5

Dear Church:
We have entered the Holy season of Lent. Lent is a period of forty days of prayer and fasting in preparation for Good Friday
and Easter. In the days of the early church, Lent was a period of preparation for Baptism for new converts and penitence and
reconciliation for those who committed major sins. Lent is a season of spiritual renewal, the themes of Lent focus on wilderness, confession, repentance, and change. This Lenten season I invite you to open your heart anew to the message of the gospel. Theologian N.T. Wright writes,
“…We find Jesus, on the way to the cross, drawing together upon himself the great evils of the world, the imperial systems
with their financial demands, and the great hopes of the world, hopes for God to release the slaves, to raise the dead, to set the
world to rights. The scriptures give us the grounding for this hope: the power of God assures us that it will come. That message
provides both the deeply personal meaning of Holy Week for each one of us and the deeply political meaning for today in a
world that still groans under the slavery of the empire’s financial demands. But the way to the Resurrection is precisely through
death, the death which Caesar demands as the price for declaring a different empire, the death through which Jesus offers to
God that which is God’s, his own life, his own obedience, his own Image.”
(from The Scriptures, the Cross, and the Power of God–Westminster John Knox, 2006)
There are many ways to keep a Holy Lent. I invite you to ponder the ways in which God is calling you into a renewed relationship with God.
1. Consider fasting from meat one day a week, or turn off the news at a certain time and instead pray for the needs of the
world, fast from negativity and speak encouragement to yourself and others.
2. Participate in the Lenten Institute as we study “ A World Worth Saving” on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the fellowship
hall. Dinner is served beforehand beginning at 5:45pm.
3. Attend the Saturday Alternative Worship Jazz Services from 4-5pm in the Chapel.
4. If you’ve never been baptized, get baptized on Easter Vigil, Saturday April 11 at 4pm or renew your baptismal vows with
the marking of Holy Water also at the Easter Vigil.
Finally here is a Lenten Blessing from Saint Ambrose.
This LentLet your door stand open to receive Christ,
Unlock your soul to him
Offer him a welcome in your mind
And then you will see the riches of simplicity,
The treasure of peace
And the joy of grace
In Christ,
Rev. Harris
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2020 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSES
(FROM THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION)
Psalm 90: 1-9… Lord, you have been our dwelling place
in all generations. Before the mountains were brought
forth, or ever you ad formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

Judges2: 6-10...The people worshiped the LORD all the
days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that
the LORD had done for Israel. Joshua son of Nun, the
servant of the LORD, died at the age of one hundred ten
years.

Psalm 27: 4-9… One thing I asked of the Lord, that will
I seek after: to live in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.

Matthew 3: 13-17...Then Jesus came from Galilee to
John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.

March 2020 LECTIONARY READINGS
March 1
First Sunday in Lent
“Abundant Grace ”
Old Testament:
Ps 32
Gospel:
Matt 4:1-11
Epistle:
Rom 5:12-29
*******************************************
March 8
Second Sunday in Lent
“Bold Blessing”
Old Testament:
Ps 121
Gospel:
Matt 17:1-9
Epistle:
Rom 4:1-5, 13-17
***********************************************
March 15
Third Sunday in Lent
“Thirsty Voices ”
Old Testament:
Ps 95
Gospel:
John 4:5-42
Epistle:
Rom 5:1-11

March 22
Fourth Sunday in Lent
“Restored”
Old Testament:
Ps 23
Gospel:
John 9:1-41
Epistle:
Eph 5:8-14
**************************************************
March 29
Fifth Sunday in Lent
“Breath of Hope ”
Old Testament:
Ps 130
Gospel:
John 11:1-45
Epistle:
Rom 8:6-11
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Church School
Pre-K
Adult Church School
Men’s Bible Study
Youth Ministry
Noon Prayer Service
Bible Study

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
1st and 3rd Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday

10:00 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Elmes Center
Nursery
Corbin Lounge
Quiet Room
Youth Lounge
Corbin Lounge
Corbin Lounge

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Voices of Peoples

Tuesday

6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Fellowship Choir

Wednesday

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Rhythmic Choir

Wednesday

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Chancel Choir

Saturday

11:00 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Men’s Chorus

Saturday

10:30 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

Peoples Children and Youth Choir

1st and 2nd Saturday

9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.

CHURCH BOARDS MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULES
Board of Christian Education

1st Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Board of Trustees

2nd Wednesday

6:45 p.m.

Church Council

3rd Wednesday

6:45 p.m.

Board of Christian Social Action

4th Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Board of Deacons

Saturday before the 1st Sunday

12:00 p.m.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
WEBSITE, FACEBOOK FAN PAGE, TWITTER &
LIVE STREAMING NEWS:

829-5511 or email yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org to
complete a reservation contract. Facility reservations can
also be made online through the church’s website:
www.peopleschurchucc.org. Reservations are made on a
first-come, first-served basis; however, religious events
and funerals take precedence. Peoples Church is a
multi-use venue so reservations are necessary Member
and non-member reservation fees apply.

Our website address is www.peopleschurchucc.org. The
website is constantly being updated, so click the refresh
button when you visit. Our Twitter handle is
@PeoplesCongUCC. You do not need a Twitter Account
to follow Peoples Church.
The Prodder, Website, Facebook Fan Page, Twitter
and Live Streaming exist to further the social connection
with the membership of Peoples Congregational United
Church of Christ and with the community to promote
outreach and notices of important Church events. The
social networking tools are designed for easy mass
communication and media sharing. Through the Website,
members and users can access the Online Giving page to
donate to the General Operating Fund and purchase tickets
for Church events and fundraisers. Members/users can
view the Events Calendar to participate in the life of the
Church. Members can advertise Church events through the
Website, Facebook Fan Page and Twitter. Members/users
can view live streaming of Church Worship Services and
other special liturgical services from the Website on
Facebook Live. The Website is the “New Front Door of
the Church,” and allows members/users to interact,
communicate and connect to foster connectivity and
community.

Floral Arrangements for the Altar: To order a designer
floral arrangement to remember your loved one or
recognize a special day, contact Vernandi Richardson,
(202)829-5511 or Diane Miller for additional information.
Facilities Committee: First Aid Kits have been placed in
the Main Office and the Fellowship Hall/Kitchen area.
Incident Reporting Forms are also available in the Main
Office for completion. All incidents must be reported on
the forms, regardless of how small the incident is. The
completed forms should be given to any member of the
office/volunteer staff.

MINISTERS EMAIL
Rev. Brandon Harris, Senior Minister
CHURCH MODERATOR’S EMAIL ADDRESS:
moderator@peopleschurchucc.org

PLEASE NOTE: By attending Worship Services and
other liturgical services at Peoples Church, your image
may appear on camera during the transmission of live
streaming.

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
(202) 829-5511 (Office)

Prodder Guidelines: All announcements and flyers
must be submitted by the third Tuesday of the month
by 12:00 Noon. Announcements and flyers can be
emailed to info@peopleschurchucc.org, . Do not mail
information. Announcements should be no more than 50
words and should be informational about Peoples Church
events or members and their families. Announcements
may be edited.

Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations Specialist,
Yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org

Ms. Donika Palmer, Administrative Assistant
dpalmer@peopleschurchucc.org

MAINTENANCE

NO PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO, OR AUDIO
RECORDING: This policy has been adopted to protect
the musicians and speakers who are a part of the worship
services and special events at the Church. The cooperation
of the congregation is essential to the observance of this
policy by visitors and guests. Photographs and CD
recordings of worship services and other events are
available as produced by the designated Church
photographers and the Sound Engineer. Please contact the
Church office to request specific photographs and/or recordings. Thank you.

Mr. Lawrence McDaniel
Mr. Akien Ingram
Ms. Maureen Betton
.

Facility Reservations: If you wish to reserve space for an
event and/or activity, please contact Ms. Yvette Hunter,
Operations Specialist, at the church office on (202)
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Ashes to go at
Petworth
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