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MINISTER’S MESSAGE

Rev. Brandon Harris
Senior Minister

Rev. Mahogany S. Thomas

Dear Church Family:

Executive Minister

Worship Service
Each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Holy Communion
First Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Adult Church School
Each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

†
Wednesday Word
7:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer
12:00 Noon

†
Bible Study
Each Thursday at 6:00 p.m.

**************
202-829-5511
www.peopleschurchucc.org
Follow us on Twitter
@PeoplesCongUCC
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We are embarking together in a new program year. We
find ourselves in unprecedented circumstances and one of
the most unusual moments we have found ourselves in our
history as a congregation. We are faced with a global pandemic, unable to gather together in the same manner, facing moments of racial injustice, and a highly partisan political moment. Yet, as many scholars have said there is no
going back to the way church was done before COVID-19. Instead, we must rise to
the challenge and ask what would God have us to do? Secondly, who is God calling
us to be? Throughout our history as a church we have faced various moments of
challenge and adapted and innovated. We were willing to move from M street to
13th street. We launched new ministries and became known as the friendliest
church in the city. We established a strategic plan in 1973 and opened a daycare center in 1969. Throughout our history we have been innovative and willing to take
risks for Christ. Now we must ask ourselves what does it mean to be church today
and in this moment? How are we called to show the love of Christ Jesus to our city,
region, and the world around us? We have begun to answer this question in several
ways. We are working to strengthen our Sunday Morning virtual programming and
worship. The re-opening committee is hard at work developing plans to submit to
the church council for various ways of safe and effective gathering. Over the summer
we held a successful virtual VBS. Our outreach to the community has continued
with food donations to So Others Might Eat and donations of fresh vegetables from
our garden to the Nativity Catholic Church homeless shelter. As we begin a new
program year I want to encourage us to continue to dream new ways to be church at
this moment. How can your circle, club, or ministry meet virtually and continue to
provide connection? Consider purchasing a zoom account for your group and reestablishing weekly or monthly times to gather. Let us ask how we can serve our
seniors and those who may feel isolated? Consider joining a board of the church
where there are vacancies and consider contributing your gifts to the leaderships of
our community of faith. Perhaps you are interested in social justice? Consider getting involved in the UCC Our Faith Our Vote campaign. As we enter this new program year let us pray for the church. Let us pray that the Holy Spirit would lead us,
guide us, and order our steps as we seek to proclaim Jesus and show his love to the
world.

church throughout this global pandemic and beyond. I
hope Peoples continues to be a church with a communal
presence who loves the ordinary and embraces the Spirit
because of our love for Jesus.
Welcome to September beloved; it is truly my joy to journey in the Spirit here at Peoples.
As the beauty of September
emerges, I must begin by celebrating the gifts of technology
offered by Mary Davenport Davis. In July, we hired Mary to
assist our multimedia team for
eight weeks. Her time with us is
near the end, yet her gifts leave a
lasting impact on us.

With the joy of Jesus this month, I give God thanks for
Mary and Jackie's gifts. Rev. Harris and I continue to receive testimonies and compliments of the Sunday morning
broadcast, which witnesses to the ministry at Peoples.
Likewise, this Summer was full of transitions on many
fronts, and I have immense gratitude for the Personnel
Committee, who time and time again served Peoples with
gracious hearts. Every step of the way, they remained
prayerful, flexible, and willing to serve. Thank you for
sharing your gifts with us at Peoples, we are better because of your love and dedication.

Mary worked with our dynamic multimedia team to enhance our virtual reality. She brought skills of video editing, digital communications, and branding strategies to
assist us at Peoples. By building on the incredible work of
Jackie Greene, Mary added to our multimedia team
through innovation, depth, and creativity. Using our precious stained-glass windows as her inspiration, Mary created a new color palette, digital graphics, and several visual aids customized for our online worship services to reflect our warmth, love, and history at Peoples. With permission from Bryon Barlow, we integrated incredible images of the congregation throughout the worship services.
These images added a more profound sense of community
for all of us, even as we worship in this physically distant
reality.

As we continue to navigate the pandemic, societal unrest,
and a nation in transition, my hope is in the Spirit. The
Spirit sustains us through grace, love, and compassion.
The Spirit gives us joy! The Spirit draws us closer together.
The Spirit embodies gratitude. As your Executive Minister, I pray the Spirit of God basks alongside each of you.

In our church's life and daily operations, our physical
building remains closed for gatherings, yet the ministry
remains active. Rev. Harris and I want to encourage you to
resume meeting virtually, as you are able. We know that
our virtual time together is not the same as physical connection, yet our virtual time together is still full of the
Spirit and incredibly holy. Rev. Harris, the Reopening
Committee, and I are also steadily working to identify
phases of reentry for us at Peoples. We pray these tentative phases will allow our congregation to stay safe and
healthy while beginning to observe some sacraments and
make small steps towards gathering physically together in
small groups. I am grateful for the diligence and commitment of this committee during
these unprecedented times.

As a congregation, we will continue our study of Acts
throughout September. Our sermon series on 'The Church
Dispersed' challenges us to see the Spirit in our identity
now. Together we are learning what it means to be the
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LECTIONARY READINGS
for September 2020
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost,

September 6

Old Testament: Psalm 149
Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
†
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost,

September 13

Old Testament: Psalm 103:(1-7),8-13
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
†
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost,

September 20

Old Testament: Psalm: 145:1-8
Gospel: Matthew 20: 1-6
†
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost,

September 27

Old Testament: Psalm 25:1-9
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32
†

Greetings Peoples Church Family,
I write to you on behalf of the Peoples Church Board of Trustees (BOT) as we begin this new church program year. We
are filled with gratitude for the Peoples Church family and friends who have continued to lend time, talent and treasure to our Church’s ministries, even in the midst of a global pandemic and urgent press for peace and justice. We hope

that you have seen the lovely mid-year report on the state of our church finances and expressions of gratitude for your
generosity. In preparation for this new Church year, our BOT held an orientation/summit to review our governing
documents, to introduce and staff BOT committees, to get to know each other better and to facilitate the transfer of
knowledge as several of our very active members have completed their second terms of service.

We deeply thank departing BOT members: Judith Howell (Facilities); Earlene Jenkins (Co-Chair, Facilities); Brenda
Jones (Chair-Fundraising); James Mack (Facilities); and Inez Smith Reid (Chair-Contracts Committee). We
welcome newly elected members: Karen Hammond, Deborah Spriggs and Camia Stevenson, and recent interim
appointees: Christine Howe and Agnes Powell.

We have additional vacancies on our BOT and invite interested Peoples Church members to let us know if you have an
interest in an interim appointment that will permit you to serve until the next election. We need a fully empaneled 21member BOT as we work to address important facilities, financial, infrastructure and systems issues. Our HVAC con-

tractor is approaching the end of its work to install a new heating and air conditioning system. We have several other
projects at various stages of completion to improve our building, our technology, and our systems. We have been able
to

continue our worship services in a virtual format and to offer exciting programming to engage various aspects of

our church work because of your generosity and God’s amazing grace. We pray God’s continued grace for all

throughout this new Church year.
Sincerely,
Cynthia Robbins, Co-Chair,
Board of Trustees.
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Visit the church website: www.peopleschurchucc.org for additional information.
To make online donations go to: https://peopleschurchucc.org/online-giving/ or
Tithe.ly at: https://tithe.ly/give?c=2030372.
Prayers of the People: Wednesdays at Noon
Join Minister Hudson every Wednesday at noon for prayer, scripture, reflection, joys and concern and hymns! Call-in Number 515-604-9545 ID 659959#
Join Rev. Brandon Harris for Bible Study
Every Thursday at 6 p.m. virtual bible study is held via Zoom and Dial In
Dial-in# +1 301 715 8592 US Meeting ID: 992 6852 3678 Password: 784420
Join Zoom Meeting: Click on link below:
https://zoom.us/j/99268523678?pwd=NFZrUzNlUXBXczJkMWVxZ1VZclU5UT09
Meeting ID: 992 6852 3678 Password: 784420
Peoples Food Pantry donated assorted food items to SOME (So Others Might Eat) community outreach
program. The assorted food items were well received by Donation Director, Ms. D. King and the volunteers
with the program. Our donation will help to serve nutritious meals to feed the homeless and families in need.
Well-being Check-in Calls: As you know, Church leadership sees the need to reach out to our members to
ensure their access to Church information and services while we remain under social distancing restrictions. A team of Church volunteers is completing survey calls this week, after which results will be
turned over to Rev. Thomas for further processing and implementation. If you have not received a call by August 1, please reach out to Pat Ellis at patriciajellis@aol.com. Your response to the volunteers is appreciated
and the resulting more accurate member information will greatly enhance improved communication with the
Church.
The Bylaws Work Group thanks all Church organizations and individual members as well for input to the
proposed amendment bylaws of our beloved Church. The Group is in the process of discussions with the
Church Council on the amendments, and will resume discussions in August. You may direct questions on
the process to patriciajellis@aol.com. Bylaws Work Group members: Pat Ellis, Lead; Robert Hendricks,
Moderator; Brenda Ewing, Church Treasurer; Brenda V. Smith, immediate past Moderator; Marie Whitaker,
President, Council of Circles and Clubs, and Esther Williams Yarborough, At-Large Member of the Council.
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Greetings Peoples Church Family
Although the pandemic has changed our ability to worship in our
Beloved Sanctuary physically, God has kept our Community of
Faith connected via our Virtual Services every Sunday. Our virtual
gathering has extended beyond our congregation; and we have
attracted fellow believers from around the world to pray and worship with us. We are sharing our viewing analytics from several social media platforms; so that you will know that "God is doing a new
thing" at Peoples Church and beyond.

Viewership
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In Memoriam

For members who transitioned January 2020 —August 2020

Vaster
Bridgewater
Passed on January 10, 2020

Derek Jones
Passed on February 27, 2020

David Driskell
Passed on April 1, 2020

Ebena Sims
Passed on April 21, 2020

Onra Dillard
Passed on July 30, 2020

Josephine Wulu
Passed on August 18, 2020

James Jones
Passed on June 19, 2020

Presley Reed, Sr.
Passed on July 17, 2020
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Frank Love
Passed on August 21, 2020

2020 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSES
January: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a
light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105)

July: “God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1)

February: “Commit your works to the Lord,
and your plans will be established.” (Proverbs
16:3)

August: “The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)

March: “I will bless the Lord at all times. His
praise shall continuously be in my mouth.”
(Psalm 34:1)
April: “So faith comes from what is heard, and
what is heard comes through the word of
Christ. (Romans 10:17)

September: “What no eye has seen, or ear
heard, nor the human heart conceived, what
God has prepared for those who love Him.”
(1 Corinthians 2:9)

October: “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all
the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness,
come into His presence with singing. (Psalm
100:1-2)

May: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and
November: I lift up my eyes to the hills. From
do not rely on your own insight; in all your ways
where will my help come? My help comes from
acknowledge Him, and He will make straight
the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.” (Psalm
your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
121:1-2)
June: “I can do all things through Him (Jesus
December: “She will bear a son, and you are to
Christ) who strengthens me.” (Philippians
name Him Jesus, for He will save His people
4:13)
from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)

Since we closed on March 12th our staff has
been working non-stop to keep us up and
running. We want to thank them for their
work and let you know the hours that they
are available.
Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations Specialist
Monday − Friday 8:00 a.m. − 5:00 p.m.
Ms. Donika Palmer, Administrative Assistant
Monday − Friday 8:00 a.m. − 5:00 p.m.

MAINTENANCE
Mr. Akien Ingram and
Mr. Lawrence McDaniel
Please note that Mr. McDaniel will be out of
the office for a few weeks.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Ministers Email

Administrative Staff

Rev. Brandon Harris, Senior Minister
seniorminister@peopleschurchucc.org

Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations Specialist,
yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org

Rev. Mahogany Thomas, Executive Minister
executiveminister@peopleschurchucc.org

Ms. Donika Palmer, Administrative Assistant
dpalmer@peopleschurchucc.org

Maintenance Staff
Church Moderator email address:
moderator@peopleschurchucc.org

Mr. Lawrence McDaniel
Mr. Akien Ingram

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

Worship Service
Each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday Word
7:00 a.m.

Holy Communion
First Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer
12:00 Noon

Adult Church School
Each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Nursery available during 10:00 a.m. service

THURSDAY
Bible Study
Each Thursday at 6:00 p.m.

CHOIR REHEARSALS
Voices of Peoples
Fellowship Choir
Rhythmic Choir
Chancel Choir
Men’s Chorus
Peoples Children and Youth Choir

Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
1st and 2nd Saturday

6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m.

CHURCH BOARDS MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULES
Board of Christian Education
Board of Trustees
Church Council
Board of Christian Social Action
Board of Deacons
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1st Wednesday
2nd Wednesday
3rd Wednesday
4th Wednesday
Saturday before the 1st Sunday

7:00 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

MORE GENERAL INFORMATION
MULTI-MEDIA COMMUNICATION PLATFORMS: Our website address is
www.peopleschurchucc.org. The website is constantly being updated, so click the refresh button when you
visit. Our Twitter handle is @PeoplesCongUCC. You do not need a Twitter Account to follow Peoples
Church.
NO PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO, OR AUDIO RECORDING: This policy has been adopted to protect the
musicians and speakers who are a part of the worship services and special events at the Church. The cooperation of the congregation is essential to the observance of this policy by visitors and guests. Photographs and
CD recordings of worship services and other events are available as produced by the designated Church photographers and the Sound Engineer. Please contact the Church office to request specific photographs and/or
recordings. Thank you.
PLEASE NOTE: By attending Worship Services and other liturgical services at Peoples Church, your
image may appear on camera during the transmission of live streaming.

THE PRODDER
The Prodder and Multi-Media platforms exist to
further the social connection with the membership of
Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ and
with the community to promote outreach and notices
of important Church events. The social networking
tools are designed for easy mass communication and
media sharing. Through the Website, members and
users can access the Online Giving page to donate to
the General Operating Fund and purchase tickets for
Church events and fundraisers. Members/users can
view the Events Calendar to participate in the life of
the Church. Members can advertise Church events
through the Website, Facebook Fan Page and Twitter. Members/users can view live streaming of
Church Worship Services and other special liturgical
services from the Website on Facebook Live. The
Website is the “New Front Door of the Church,”
and allows members/users to interact, communicate
and connect to foster connectivity and community.

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
FOR THE ALTAR
To order a designer floral arrangement to remember
your loved one or recognize a special day, contact
Vernandi Richardson, (202)829-5511 or Diane Miller
for additional information.

FACILITY RESERVATIONS
If you wish to reserve space for an event and/or activity, please contact Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations
Specialist, at the church office on (202) 829-5511 or
email yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org to complete a
reservation contract. Facility reservations can also be
made online through the church’s website:
www.peopleschurchucc.org. Reservations are made
on a first-come, first-served basis; however, religious
events and funerals take precedence. Peoples Church
is a multi-use venue so reservations are necessary
Member and non-member reservation fees apply.

Prodder Guidelines
All announcements and flyers must be submitted
by the third Tuesday of the month by 12:00 Noon.
Announcements and flyers can be emailed to info@peopleschurchucc.org,. Do not mail information.
Announcements should be no more than 50 words
and should be informational about Peoples Church
events or members and their families. Announcements may be edited.

FIRST AID KITS
First Aid Kits have been placed in the Main Office
and the Fellowship Hall/Kitchen area. Incident Reporting Forms are also available in the Main Office
for completion. All incidents must be reported on the
forms, regardless of how small the incident. The
completed forms should be given to any member of
the office/volunteer staff.
.
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