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Luke 1:78 “By the tender mercy of our
God, the dawn from on high will break
upon us”
**************

Worship Service
Each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
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†
Wednesday Word
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†
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Each Thursday at 6:00 p.m.

**************
202-829-5511
www.peopleschurchucc.org
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Luke 1:78 proclaims the promise
that because of the deep affection that
God has towards God’s people that dawn will break upon us.
Dawn symbolizes the hope of a new day, the promise that with
its emergence is a certain future and hope. Advent is a clarion
call to look for the dawn. Fleming Rutledge, a leading
theologian writes that “Advent begins in the dark.” Since
March we have longed for an end to this present struggle. We
are more deeply aware now more than ever of a deep longing for
the dawn. Advent summons us to look for the ways in which
God breaks into the world! Advent begins in the dark but it
does not end there. With hope we look up and we pay
attention for the signs of Christ’s coming. Look for the signs of
the dawn. Find the places where God’s spirit breaks through
upon us. Whether it is a card from a loved one, a carol that
speaks to your heart, a phone call with a friend, the promise of a
vaccine being developed, or the joy of a newly baptized baby.
We are invited to pray this season with expectation for that
day when all will be made well. As the hymn Lift Up Your
Heads, O Ye Gates which was written during a time of war,
disease, and famine declares, “Lift up your heads, you mighty
gates; Behold, the King of glory waits; The King of kings is
drawing near; The Savior of the world is here!”

Advent Cometh:

A message of hope on the verge of another unconventional holiday.

Rev. Mahogany S. Thomas
As Thanksgiving ended and Christmastide arrived, we noticed we began to hit a lull in
many of our routine relationships. This lull was not sparked by anything any one
person did to one another, but instead, it was sparked by the mere realization that as
the seasons changed, we still did not seem to get better.

Yes, there were victories along the way, but overall, the holidays' arrival was just another reminder that we are
far from our usual routine. As a nation, we are still in shambles. Our mortality rates from covid-19 are
skyrocketing. Normalcy seems further now than it was in March. And consequently, there is something about
the redundancy of this new routine that sinks our very spirits.
And yet Advent cometh. Perhaps not the Advent we prepared for. Maybe not the glamour or grand celebration
of the birth story that we've known year after year, but Advent comes. She arrives and brings forth the promise
of Jesus. She arrives and brings forth the tangible change in the Savior, Jesus—an ordinary brown-skinned
baby boy born to an unwed teenage mother, in a barn on a cold chilly night.

Advent comes, and with her arrival, there is something profoundly hopeful in knowing that Advent is here.
There is something deeply meaningful in knowing that even in
Caesar's decree for a mass exodus and a manipulation of the
LECTIONARY READINGS
census, Advent still arrives. There is just something so deeply
for December 2020
satisfying in knowing that this season of hope emerges anew in a
rusty manger. Hope arose in a manger, not over a large family
Second Sunday of Advent
dinner, but hope arrives with no place to lay their heads.
So, maybe this Advent season, we can draw near to the simplicity
of life, knowing everything we once knew feels intangible, but our
world does not stop there. Instead, hope arises born of a babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and as a result, all of us begin to see
life anew. We follow the stars for direction. We turn our attention
to the care of sheep instead of power. Hope arises because Advent
comes.
Even if we spend Advent and Christmas alone in isolation, hope
arrives. Even if we spend Advent and Christmas zooming across
state lines, hope arrives. Even if Christmas dinner becomes a
Christmas lasagna over a Christmas ham, hope arrives in Jesus.
And perhaps that too is more than enough.
Advent comes, and she is here because love prevails. Hope abides.
Grace carries. Advent cometh, and the new year emerges, so we
too can hold Jesus again, anew. May it be so. Amen.
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December 6

Psalms 85:1-2, 8-13
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
†
Third Sunday of Advent

December 13

Old Testament: Psalms 126
Gospel: John 1:6-8,19-28
†
Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 20

Old Testament: Luke 1:46b-55
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
†
First Sunday after Christmas

December 27
Old Testament: Psalms 148
Gospel: Luke 2:22-40
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Announcements
Visit the church website: www.peopleschurchucc.org for additional information.
To make online donations go to: https://peopleschurchucc.org/online-giving/ or
Tithe.ly at: https://tithe.ly/give?c=2030372.

The Adult Church School Class invites you to join in every Sunday morning from 8:45 - 9:45.
Meeting ID: 883 9085 7788
Passcode: 438381
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,88390857788#,,,,,,0#,,438381# US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,88390857788#,,,,,,0#,,438381# US (Chicago)

Sunday Morning Praise and Worship Teleconference 9:00
Call–in-Number 720-740-9739 Access Code 4684874
The Line Opens at 8:55 a.m.

Wednesday Word: A Devotional Teleconference
Join us every Wednesday 7:00am-7:30am for prayer,
Dial-in Number 605-475-5950 I
Passcode 8964544

Prayers of the People: Wednesdays at Noon
Join Minister Hudson every Wednesday at noon for prayer, scripture, reflection, joys,
concerns and hymns! Call-in Number 515-604-9545 ID 659959#

Join Rev. Brandon Harris for Bible Study
Every Thursday at 6 p.m. Virtual Bible Study is held via Zoom and Dial In
Dial-in# +1 301 715 8592 US Meeting ID: 992 6852 3678 Password: 784420
Join Zoom Meeting: Click on link below:
https://zoom.us/j/99268523678?pwd=NFZrUzNlUXBXczJkMWVxZ1VZclU5UT09
Meeting ID: 992 6852 3678 Password: 784420
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A message from the Wellness Ministry
COVID-19 TESTING IN THE DMV.
Free COVID-19 testing is available in the District of Columbia, Montgomery and Prince
George's county.
In Prince George's County, free testing is available for individuals with or without
symptoms who have been exposed or suspected to have been exposed. All county -run
testing sites accommodate testing for those in a car or on foot, Testing site locations are
listed on the website.
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/3397/Coronavirus
In Montgomery County, the AAHP (African American Health Program) is offering free
testing for any one. The website lists location and times.
https://www.aahpcovid.com/
In the District of Columbia, there are several sites that offer free testing, . coronaviris.dc.gov.
The District is also offering Home Test Kits which will be delivered at no cost to your door. The
website: https://www.pixel.labcorp.com/node/32051/questionnaire

Safeway pharmacies are now offering quick and easy COVID-19 at home saliva tests
through Phosphorus Diagnostics at scheduletest.com.
Stay safe and always wear a mask.
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2020 Women’s FelloWship Women’s Day Honorees

PRISCILLA HARRIS WALLACE

One of two honorees for this year’s 2020 Women’s Day,
Priscilla was born in Durham, North Carolina to Mable
Freeland Harris and Greenville Emanual Harris, who
along with her grandmother Lorena Freeland, played a
great part in instilling her life’s values along with her
church, White Rock Baptist .
Priscilla attended public schools in Durham and later
earned a BA Degree in Psychology and Sociology from
North Carolina College (now NCCU). Following
graduation from NCC, she attended the School of Social
Work at Howard University and received a Master of
Social Work and was a Golden Member from both
universities. Upon graduation from Howard, Priscilla
married Paul S. Wallace, Jr.,Esq., whom she met while a
freshman at NCC. Lucky for us, they decided to make
their home in Washington, D.C. and later became parents
to Shaunia Patrese Wallace who is now Shaunia Wallace
Carlyle, Esq., following in her father’s footsteps. After
joining Peoples in the early 70’s, almost 50 years ago, both
Priscilla and Paul were very active members over the
years. Sadly, Paul passed in 2008 following 41 ½ years of
marriage. Family is very important to Priscilla and she
wants to recognize the following family members: Her
sister, M Lorraine Harris of Miami, Florida, a sister in law,
Gwendolyn W. Terrell of Fort Washington, Maryland,
several nieces, nephews and cousins, as well as sorors and
church members who are like family.
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YVONNE E. HINKSON
Whether you are a member of this church or a frequent
visitor, you are familiar with our honoree. Yvonne E.
Hinkson has been a member since December 1983. At that
time she was a third year law student at American
University, living in Silver Spring. She would attend
Sunday services at Rankin Chapel at Howard University.
In doing so, she would literally pass by Peoples.
One Sunday the speaker was our own Rev. A. Knighton
Stanley. Though she does not remember what he said,
something touched her. She realized that she had literally
been passing him by to get to Rankin. Thus began her
association with Peoples. She joined the church after
hearing the late Dr. David Driskell speak in December of
1983.

Yvonne is a proud native New Yorker, born and raised in
Brooklyn. Before law school at American, she got her
undergraduate degree from Brooklyn College. As a
lawyer, she is licensed to practice in the State of New
York. Yvonne worked for the U.S. Department of Justice
for 32 years with specialization in employment and labor
law as well as government ethics. Amongst other
positions she served as the Ombudsman for the Bureau of
Prisons.

In Memoriam

For members who transitioned January 2020 − November 2020
Vaster Bridgewater
Passed on January 10, 2020

Derek Jones
Passed on February 27, 2020
Dr. David Driskell
Passed on April 1, 2020
Ebena Sims
Passed on April 21, 2020

,

Dr. James Jones
Passed on June 19, 2020
Presley Reed, Sr.
Passed on July 17, 2020

Orren Cohill, Jr.
Passed on September 5, 2020

Onra Dillard
Passed on July 30, 2020

Melvin Calhoun
Passed on September 5, 2020

Josephine Wulu
Passed on August 18, 2020

Margaret Askew
Passed on September 18, 2020

Frank Love
Passed on August 21, 2020

Walter K. Robinson, Sr.
Passed on November 23, 2020
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Happy Season of Advent from the Board of Trustees
We greet you in the name of our Savior in this season celebrating his Birth.
Our church has been richly blessed in so many ways. We are grateful that we
were able to transition from worshipping in-person, rather seamlessly, to
exclusively virtual operations following the declaration of the global pandemic.
That was due to the infrastructure investments we had made at the end of last
year and early this year in improved wiring, equipment and services. We also
are extremely blessed by the generosity of the members and friends of our church
family. Even in these times, folks have been digging deep to keep ministries
throughout our church afloat. Now that we have our final accounting for 2019,
we have learned that the generous response to our appeals last year took us from
an operating deficit of nearly $200,000 in the fall, to a surplus of over $100,000
for 2019. We are praying for similar good favor this year so that we may
continue with the many projects on our agenda from election protection here and
around the nation, and particularly this season in Georgia, to tackling the
growing problem of food insecurity right here at home and standing up for racial
and criminal justice.
Seeking Approval for the Proposed Church Budget for 2021
Under the direction of our esteemed Finance Committee Chair, Careina
Williams, the Board of Trustees finance committee and the entire BOT have
been busily working with church leaders, boards, the Council, and members at
large to first amend the 2020 budget and then to develop the proposed budget of
2021. We will seek the Congregation’s approval and adoption of the Proposed
2021 Church Budget at its virtual Annual Meeting on Saturday December 12,
2020.
Church Members Are Welcome to Attend Our Regular BOT Meetings
We welcome all members of our church to attend our regular meetings every
second Wednesday, from 6:45-8:30. We usually begin to gather for informal
mingling at 6:30 pm. Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84084882196?
pwd=OEJCSzVQNFY3R05HQVRDbkQ1alVQZz09

Blessings to you and yours for a safe and healthy holiday season.
Agnes C. Powell and Cynthia Robbins
Board of Trustees Co-chairs
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2020 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSES
January: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a
light to my path.” (Psalms 119:105)
February: “Commit your works to the Lord,
and your plans will be established.” (Proverbs
16:3)
March: “I will bless the Lord at all times. His
praise shall continuously be in my mouth.”
(Psalms 34:1)

July: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” (Psalms 46:1)
August: “The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)
September: “What no eye has seen, or ear
heard, nor the human heart conceived, what
God has prepared for those who love Him.”
(1 Corinthians 2:9)

April: “So faith comes from what is heard, and
what is heard comes through the word of
Christ. (Romans 10:17)

October: “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all
the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness,
come into His presence with singing.
(Psalms 100:1-2)

May: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and
do not rely on your own insight; in all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make straight
your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

November: I lift up my eyes to the hills. From
where will my help come? My help comes from
the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.”
(Psalms 121:1-2)

June: “I can do all things through Him (Jesus
Christ) who strengthens me.”
(Philippians 4:13)

December: “She will bear a son, and you are to
name Him Jesus, for He will save His people
from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)

Since we closed on March 12th our staff has
been working non-stop to keep us up and
running. We want to thank them for their
work and let you know the hours that they
are available.
Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations Specialist
Monday − Friday 8:00 a.m. − 5:00 p.m.
Ms. Donika Palmer, Administrative Assistant
Monday − Friday 8:00 a.m. − 5:00 p.m.

MAINTENANCE STAFF
Mr. Akien Ingram and
Mr. Lawrence McDaniel
Monday − Friday 8:00 a.m. − 5:00 p.m.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Email Address
Ministers

Administrative Staff

Rev. Brandon Harris, Senior Minister
seniorminister@peopleschurchucc.org

Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations Specialist,
yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org

Rev. Mahogany Thomas, Executive Minister
executiveminister@peopleschurchucc.org

Ms. Donika Palmer, Administrative Assistant
dpalmer@peopleschurchucc.org

Church Moderator

Maintenance Staff

Dawn A. Kum
moderator@peopleschurchucc.org

Mr. Lawrence McDaniel
Mr. Akien Ingram

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

Worship Service
Each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday Word
7:00 a.m.

Holy Communion
First Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer
12:00 Noon

Adult Church School
Each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

THURSDAY
Bible Study
Each Thursday at 6:00 p.m.

CHOIR REHEARSALS
Voices of Peoples
Fellowship Choir
Rhythmic Choir
Chancel Choir
Men’s Chorus
Peoples Children and Youth Choir

Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
1st and 2nd Saturdays

6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m.

CHURCH BOARDS MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULES
Church Council
Board of Trustees
Board of Christian Social Action
Board of Christian Education
Board of Deacons
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1st Wednesday
2nd Wednesday
3rd Wednesday
4th Wednesday
Saturday before the 1st Sunday

6:30 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

MORE GENERAL INFORMATION
MULTI-MEDIA COMMUNICATION PLATFORMS: Our website address is
www.peopleschurchucc.org. The website is constantly being updated, so click the refresh button when you
visit. Our Twitter handle is @PeoplesCongUCC. You do not need a Twitter Account to follow Peoples
Church.
NO PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO, OR AUDIO RECORDING: This policy has been adopted to protect the
musicians and speakers who are a part of the worship services and special events at the Church. The
cooperation of the congregation is essential to the observance of this policy by visitors and
guests. Photographs and CD recordings of worship services and other events are available as produced by the
designated Church photographers and the Sound Engineer. Please contact the Church office to request specific photographs and/or recordings. Thank you.
PLEASE NOTE: By attending Worship Services and other liturgical services at Peoples Church, your
image may appear on camera during the transmission of live streaming.

THE PRODDER
The Prodder and Multi-Media platforms exist to
further the social connection with the membership of
Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ and
with the community to promote outreach and notices
of important Church events. The social networking
tools are designed for easy mass communication and
media sharing. Through the Website, members and
users can access the Online Giving page to donate to
the General Operating Fund and purchase tickets for
Church events and fundraisers. Members/users can
view the Events Calendar to participate in the life of
the Church. Members can advertise Church events
through the Website, Facebook Fan Page and Twitter. Members/users can view live streaming of
Church Worship Services and other special liturgical
services from the Website on Facebook Live. The
Website is the “New Front Door of the Church,”
and allows members/users to interact, communicate
and connect to foster connectivity and community.

Prodder Guidelines
All announcements and flyers must be submitted
by the third Tuesday of the month by 12:00 Noon.
Announcements and flyers can be emailed to info@peopleschurchucc.org,. Do not mail information.
Announcements should be no more than 50 words
and should be informational about Peoples Church
events or members and their families. Announcements may be edited.

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
FOR THE ALTAR
To order a designer floral arrangement to remember
your loved one or recognize a special day, contact
Vernandi Richardson, (202)829-5511 or Diane Miller
for additional information.

FACILITY RESERVATIONS
If you wish to reserve space for an event and/or
activity, please contact Ms. Yvette Hunter,
Operations Specialist, at the church office on (202)
829-5511 or email yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org to
complete a reservation contract. Facility reservations
can also be made online through the church’s
website: www.peopleschurchucc.org. Reservations
are made on a first-come, first-served basis; however,
religious events and funerals take precedence.
Peoples Church is a multi-use venue so reservations
are necessary Member and non-member reservation
fees apply.

FIRST AID KITS

First Aid Kits have been placed in the Main Office
and the Fellowship Hall/Kitchen area.
Incident Reporting Forms are also available in the
Main Office for completion. All incidents must be
reported on the forms, regardless of how small the
incident. The completed forms should be given to
any member of the office/volunteer staff.
.
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