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This month begins the season of Lent a fortyday period of fasting and prayer. Symbolizing
a spiritual journey through the wilderness in
preparation for Easter. Lent this year also
coincides with Black History Month. The coinciding of Lent
and Black History month is a powerful invitation to
remembrance, contemplation, and celebration. We remember
our wilderness experiences and sojourns as a people of faith
and the stories of persons of Africana descent. Yet, we also
delight and celebrate a legacy of brilliance, creativity, artistic
endeavors, foodways, and stories that gave rise to a people.
Remembering our heritage, our stories, and our faith is
important. Lent and Black History Month are also powerful
invitations into the future. These two seasons cultivate not only
an awareness of the past but also the ways in which God is at
work within us now. As members of the United Church of
Christ, we believe that God is still speaking. Lent invites us to
hear the ways in which God is calling us into a deeper
relationship with God. Black History Month invites us to hear
the ways in which God is still writing new stories and futures
in each generation. May we have a blessed Lent and Black
History month, may we recount the stories of what God has
done, and listen to the ways in which God is still speaking.
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your Spirit,
Rev. Brandon C. Harris

Black History Month always draws my attention to the womanists—both those
who identify as a womanist and those whose work exemplifies the womanist
tradition. As a womanist herself, the late Rev. Dr. Katie Geneva Cannon
proclaimed, "Do the work your soul must have”.
The embodiment of her groundbreaking theology is often my launching place.
Daily I attempt to ask myself this question: 'What is the work my soul is calling
me toward?' Or better yet, 'Is this work satisfying to my soul?' Often in our day-to-day routine, we face
many challenges that may or may not satisfy our souls. This tension feels especially true in our current
covid-19 reality as we navigate the complexities of a global pandemic, months of compounded grief, and
residual trauma.
Yet, the beauty of Dr. Cannon's words is that one truth does
not negate the other. The fact of Dr. Cannon's words can be
real and satisfying to our souls, even in the reality of our grief.
One truth does not negate another, suggesting that our bodies
deserve to feel satisfied within our souls, even in our
mourning. Therefore, as children of God, shaped in God's
image, we have a responsibility to care for our bodies and our
spiritual well-being. We have to learn to tend to our souls.
As we journey into yet another Lenten season, may we care for
and listen to the Spirit of God that dwells deeply in our bodies
and our souls. Jesus himself had a physical body, and the
Lenten season reminds us of that. Jesus was connected with
his Spirit and interconnected to God. In his humanity, Jesus
knew when his body needed respite and renewal, fasting and
prayer, or even retreating and embodied connection. In this
living model, we learn from Jesus what it means to care for our
bodies, even in the very seasons that feel relentless. Jesus
continually did the work of his soul.
Beloved, in those seasons that feel relentless, we can learn
how to nourish our souls and care for the very vessels God's
Spirit finds Godself dwelling in among us. May we care for
our bodies in this season of Lent and beyond. May we do the
work our souls must have. And may we know that our souls
get to be nourished deeply in this journey of drawing near to
God because we have met God.
May it be so
Amen.
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LECTIONARY READINGS
for February 2021
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

February 7, 2021

Psalm 147:1-11. 20c
Gospel: Mark 1:29-39
†
Transfiguration Sunday

February 14, 2021

Old Testament: Psalm 50:1-6
Gospel: Mark 9:2-9
†
Ash Wednesday

February 17

Old Testament: Psalm 51:1-17
Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
†
First Sunday in Lent

February 21, 2021

Old Testament: Psalm 25:1-10
Gospel: Mark 1:9-15
†
Second Sunday in Lent

February 28

Old Testament: Psalm 22:23-31
Gospel: Mark 9:2-9

Moderator’s Highlights
Happy Black History Month!
•

Welcome to our new Accountant Ms. Beverly Everson-Jones

•

Thank you for participating in the Bylaws meeting on Saturday 1/30/21. Each member should have
received the links to access the Proposed Revised By Laws and to vote for the revised components
which are in blue. Review and voting end on March 17, 2021. Questions can be emailed to
bylawsatpeoples@gmail.com. Look for the weekly Newsletters with answers to the submitted
questions.

•

Our Nine At-Large Church Council members will be reaching out, especially to our members who
do not use emails, to share Council meeting highlights and provide other updates. Please contact
me, moderatorpcucc@gmail.com, if you are aware of any member who does not use emails so that
no one is omitted. Our At-Large members are: Dr. Helga Baskett-Tippet; Janet McCormick; Janet
Pegues; Seneica Sykes; Lois Sylver; Erica Taylor Minor; Diana Veiga; Marie Whitaker, and; Esther
William Yarborough.

Special thanks to:


Dr. Carolyn Veiga for supporting all of our online voting documents during the pandemic
(Elections; Rev. Harris’ Evaluation; Budget and the Bylaws).



Rev. Thomas and the staff for all of the amazing administrative support and timely online
documents to the congregation.



Rev. Harris for your steadfast leadership during an unprecedent 2020!!



To the Church Council, your flexible and consistent leadership has enabled our beloved church to
transition into this virtual space.
Church Council meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month. The next meeting will
be on March 3, 2021. All are invited. Zoom meeting ID: 89361390293 Passcode (required) 392197.
ALL ARE WELCOME!!
Peace and Blessings,
Dawn A. Kum, Ph.D., Moderator
Email:ModeratorPCUCC@gmail.com

The tremendous work put into the holiday services resulted in significant viewership.
Thanks to the incredible staff and to the volunteers who made all this possible.
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Announcements
Visit the church website: www.peopleschurchucc.org for additional information.
To make online donations go to: https://peopleschurchucc.org/online-giving/ or
Tithe.ly at: https://tithe.ly/give?c=2030372.

The Adult Church School Class invites you to join in every Sunday morning from 8:45 - 9:45.
Meeting ID: 883 9085 7788
Passcode: 438381
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,88390857788#,,,,,,0#,,438381# US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,88390857788#,,,,,,0#,,438381# US (Chicago)

Sunday Morning Praise and Worship Teleconference 9:00
Call–in-Number 720-740-9739 Access Code 4684874
The Line Opens at 8:55 a.m.

Wednesday Word: A Devotional Teleconference
Join us every Wednesday 7:00am-7:30am for prayer,
Dial-in Number 605-475-5950 I
Passcode 8964544#

Prayers of the People: Wednesdays at Noon
Join Minister Hudson every Wednesday at noon for prayer, scripture, reflection, joys,
concerns and hymns! Call-in Number 515-604-9545 ID 659959#

Join Rev. Brandon Harris for Bible Study
Every Thursday at 6 p.m. Virtual Bible Study is held via Zoom and Dial In
Dial-in# +1 301 715 8592 US Meeting ID: 992 6852 3678 Password: 784420
Join Zoom Meeting: Click on link below:
https://zoom.us/j/99268523678?pwd=NFZrUzNlUXBXczJkMWVxZ1VZclU5UT09
Meeting ID: 992 6852 3678 Password: 784420

Virtual Confirmation Class 2021
The Confirmation Committee is making plans to confirm our Church's youth, who are at the 6thgrade level, age 12, or older. Confirmation classes will begin in March 2021. We are hopeful that
all youth eligible will join this year's Confirmation Class. Registration Forms must be submitted
on or before March 1, 2021. You can submit registration Forms on the Church website. The
Forms can also be forwarded to either Carol Moseley-Gardner or Regina Budd, who co-chair the
Committee. Contact information: confirmationatpeoples@gmail.com
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Mark your Calendars
February 14th – Boy Scout Sunday
March 7th- 130th Church Anniversary
March 14th- Girl Scout Sunday

The Girl Scouts of Peoples Congregational Church
invite you to attend
the Girl Scout Sunday Service
Date: Sunday, March 14, 2021
Time: 10:00 a.m. Virtual Service
Guest Speaker: CAPTAIN REMOSHAY NELSON
Captain Nelson is the first Black American woman U.S.A.F Thunderbird pilot,
a Howard University graduate, a former Girl Scout and Girl Scout Leader.
Captain Nelson will deliver the message to celebrate the 109th Birthday of the
Girl Scouts. All are invited to help celebrate this wonderful occasion.

Save the Date
Wellness Ministry Presents
Virtual COVID-19 Vaccine Update
Sunday, February 21, 2021
1:00 p.m.
Details to Follow
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COVID-19 VACCINE
Before we discuss the COVID-19- 19 vaccine, Let's review the concept behind
vaccinations in general.
Vaccination is the injection of live attenuated or killed bacteria, virus, or
their products to stimulate the body's immune system to produce antibodies,
preventing the disease. There are different methods of making vaccines, but the
goal of all vaccines is to stimulate the body to produce an immune response, which
leads to the production of antibodies to prevent infection.
The COVID-19 vaccine is a little different from the previous vaccine. It does
not use live or attenuated virus. It's a viral vector (mRNA) vaccine. A viral vector
vaccine uses a harmless virus to deliver important instructions to normal cells.
COVID-19- 19 virus identifying marker is a spiked protein found on its surface.
When the vaccine is injected, it causes the normal cells to produce a spike protein
that is identical to the protein on the COVID -19 surface. When the cells display
this protein on their surface, the body's immune system recognizes that it does not
belong there and begins an immune response by making antibodies destroy the
protein. mRNA vector NEVER enters the cell's nucleus where DNA (genetic
material) is kept; thus, there is no genetic alteration or destruction of normal cells.
The cells breakdown and gets rid of the vector( mRNA) soon after it is finished
using the instructions to make the spike protein. mRNA vaccines have been
studied before for flu, Zika, rabies, and cytomegalovirus ( CMV).
There are only two ways of developing immunity to a disease: contracting the
disease and recovering or immunizations.
Symptoms of COVID-19 usually appear 2-14 days after exposure and include:
Fever over 100.4 degrees, shortness of breath, cough, chills, fatigue, muscle pain,
headache, sore throat, the new loss of smell or taste, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea,
congestion, runny nose

Submitted by Wellness Ministry
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Board of Trustees
We greet you again in the name of our Savior in this still new year of 2021, as we keep our commitment to full
transparency with this month’s Board of Trustees (BOT) Update. This month we share some Committee updates
BOT’s several committees and there’s room for any interested church member to become an advisory member of a
BOT Committee.
We also invite Peoples members to attend our BOT meetings every second Wednesday, this month on Wednesday,
February 10, from 6:45-8:30. We gather informally at 6:30 pm to greet and chat and begin our official meeting
promptly at 6:45 pm. Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84084882196?pwd=OEJCSzVQNFY3R05HQVRDbkQ1alVQZz09
Finance Committee
The BOT Finance Committee completed several huge accomplishments in the past few months, including the development of a comprehensive budget plan for 2021, and started this year with the successful negotiation of a very
favorable amendment for the outstanding $1.88 million loan that our church has with the UCC Cornerstone Fund.
The amended loan reduces our 30-year fixed interest rate from 5.75% to 4.75% in conjunction with a principal paydown of $150,000, from Capital Campaign funds. The modest loan processing fee of $750 is a substantial savings
over our budget for this fee, and the new terms reduce our monthly payments of principal and interest by about
$1,000/month, to $9,256.76/month, starting March 1, which will save the church greatly over the life of the loan.
As you know, much of the Peoples Board of Trustees’ important work transpires throughout the month in the work
of our committees. This month, I will report on a few. Please know that we welcome you to consider joining and
assisting with the work of one or more of the BOT committees and I invite you to contact me or Co-Chair Agnes
Powell to indicate your interest.
Capital Expenditures Committee ABM and HVAC Installation
The Capital Expenditures Committee has overseen the completion of the installation of the HVAC system by our
contractor, ABM. Our lender, Cornerstone, has received our request to pay the contractor all except the final payment, which per the contract, can only be made when we receive a lien release confirming payment of all subcontractors and vendors. We intend to enter into a 3-year preventive maintenance agreement, which will also result in
an extended 3-year warranty. We still have a few matters to resolve, which hopefully will be completed this month.
Facilities Committee
Earlene Jenkins co-chaired the BOT Facilities Committee last year with Wilbur Jackson, who continues this church
year as co-chair with Hampton Cross. Although Earlene has completed her term on the BOT, she remains an active
member of the Facilities Committee. Earlene did then — and continues to — co-chair the Emergency Preparedness
Committee (“EPC”) with Jean Tate.
Earlene explained that the Fire Department is not required to inspect buildings like our church, but they will do so
upon request. She and Jean Tate hosted a DC Fire Department inspection over a year ago and before Earlene Jenkins completed her BOT term, she and the Facilities Committee resolved many electrical code violations, including
installation of additional electrical outlets around the church. There is still much more work to do, and we seek
your support to address the “clutter” violations issued by the Fire Department for several areas of the church. After
COVID, wouldn’t it be wonderful for our church to re-open clutter-free? The Facilities Committee has also begun a
major project gathering bids to replace the church’s roof.
Wishing You a Safe, Serene & Love-filled Month,
Agnes C. Powell and Cynthia Robbins
Board of Trustees Co-chairs
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2021 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSES
January: “..The works of his hands are faithful
and just; all his precepts are trustworthy.”
(Psalms 111)
February: “..my heart and my flesh sing for
joy to the living God..” (Psalms 84)

July: “Great is the LORD and greatly to be
praised in the city of our God. (Psalms 48)
August: “will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth”
(Psalm 34:1-8)

are telling the glory of
March: “..I will cause your name to be celebrat- September: “The heavens
[a]
ed in all generations; therefore the peoples will God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. (Psalm 19)
praise you forever and ever..” (Psalms 45)
April: “..All the ends of the earth shall rememOctober: ..“Commit your cause to the LORD; let
ber and turn to the LORD; and all the families of him deliver Let him rescue the one in whom he
the nations shall worship before him.[i](Psalm
delights!” (Psalms 22:1-15)
22)
November: Protect me, O God, for in you I take
May: “Praise the LORD!
refuge. I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord;.”
Praise, O servants of the LORD; praise the name (Psalms 16)
of the LORD.” (Psalm 113)
December: “O sing to the LORD a new song;
June: “I can do all things through Him (Jesus
sing to the LORD, all the earth.” (Psalm 96)
Christ) who strengthens me.”
(Psalm 130)

For members who transitioned January 2021
Daisy Jackson Cox

Passed on January 8, 2021
Edward Carter
Joe L. Greene
Passed on January 10, 2021
Wilson Hull
Passed on January 21, 2021
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Email Address
Ministers

Administrative Staff

Rev. Brandon Harris, Senior Minister
seniorminister@peopleschurchucc.org

Ms. Yvette Hunter, Operations Specialist,
yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org

Rev. Mahogany Thomas, Executive Minister
executiveminister@peopleschurchucc.org

Ms. Donika Palmer, Administrative Assistant
dpalmer@peopleschurchucc.org

Church Moderator

Maintenance Staff

Dawn A. Kum
moderator@peopleschurchucc.org

Mr. Lawrence McDaniel
Mr. Akien Ingram

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

Worship Service
Each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday Word
7:00 a.m.

Holy Communion
First Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer
12:00 Noon

Adult Church School
Each Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

THURSDAY
Bible Study
Each Thursday at 6:00 p.m.

CHOIR REHEARSALS
Voices of Peoples
Fellowship Choir
Rhythmic Choir
Chancel Choir
Men’s Chorus
Peoples Children and Youth Choir

Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
1st and 2nd Saturdays

6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m.

CHURCH BOARDS MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULES
Church Council
Board of Trustees
Board of Christian Social Action
Board of Christian Education
Board of Deacons
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1st Wednesday
2nd Wednesday
3rd Wednesday
4th Wednesday
Saturday before the 1st Sunday

6:30 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

MORE GENERAL INFORMATION
MULTI-MEDIA COMMUNICATION PLATFORMS: Our website address is
www.peopleschurchucc.org. The website is constantly being updated, so click the refresh button when you
visit. Our Twitter handle is @PeoplesCongUCC. You do not need a Twitter Account to follow Peoples
Church.
NO PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO, OR AUDIO RECORDING: This policy has been adopted to protect the
musicians and speakers who are a part of the worship services and special events at the Church. The
cooperation of the congregation is essential to the observance of this policy by visitors and
guests. Photographs and CD recordings of worship services and other events are available as produced by the
designated Church photographers and the Sound Engineer. Please contact the Church office to request specific photographs and/or recordings. Thank you.
PLEASE NOTE: By attending Worship Services and other liturgical services at Peoples Church, your
image may appear on camera during the transmission of live streaming.

THE PRODDER
The Prodder and Multi-Media platforms exist to
further the social connection with the membership of
Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ and
with the community to promote outreach and notices
of important Church events. The social networking
tools are designed for easy mass communication and
media sharing. Through the Website, members and
users can access the Online Giving page to donate to
the General Operating Fund and purchase tickets for
Church events and fundraisers. Members/users can
view the Events Calendar to participate in the life of
the Church. Members can advertise Church events
through the Website, Facebook Fan Page and Twitter. Members/users can view live streaming of
Church Worship Services and other special liturgical
services from the Website on Facebook Live. The
Website is the “New Front Door of the Church,”
and allows members/users to interact, communicate
and connect to foster connectivity and community.

Prodder Guidelines
All announcements and flyers must be submitted
by the third Tuesday of the month by 12:00 Noon.
Announcements and flyers can be emailed to info@peopleschurchucc.org,. Do not mail information.
Announcements should be no more than 50 words
and should be informational about Peoples Church
events or members and their families. Announcements may be edited.

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
FOR THE ALTAR
To order a designer floral arrangement to remember
your loved one or recognize a special day, contact
Vernandi Richardson, (202)829-5511 or Diane Miller
for additional information.

FACILITY RESERVATIONS
If you wish to reserve space for an event and/or
activity, please contact Ms. Yvette Hunter,
Operations Specialist, at the church office on (202)
829-5511 or email yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org to
complete a reservation contract. Facility reservations
can also be made online through the church’s
website: www.peopleschurchucc.org. Reservations
are made on a first-come, first-served basis; however,
religious events and funerals take precedence.
Peoples Church is a multi-use venue so reservations
are necessary Member and non-member reservation
fees apply.

FIRST AID KITS

First Aid Kits have been placed in the Main Office
and the Fellowship Hall/Kitchen area.
Incident Reporting Forms are also available in the
Main Office for completion. All incidents must be
reported on the forms, regardless of how small the
incident. The completed forms should be given to
any member of the office/volunteer staff.
.
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