
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ 

4704 13th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20011 

 

Sunday, July 5, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.  
 

Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds 

Interim Minister 
 

“This is the day that the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 

Love God and Love Neighbor 

 

ENTER TO WORSHIP . . . 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, July 5, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

The Liturgical Color is Green* 

 

 

CENTERING THOUGHT 

 

When you have known what it is  

To be loved freely,  

Submission no longer  

Has any taste . . . 

All the submissions in the world  

Are not equal in value  

to the soaring up point,  

The beautiful straight soaring up of  

One single invocation  

From a love that is free. 

  – Charles Péguy  

            “Freedom” 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                                  Kirk Franklin 

 

Now Behold the Lamb 

                                                                                               

**PROCESSIONAL                                                                             Stephen Pishner 

Gospel Alleluia 

Al-le-luia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

This is the day that the Lord has made. 

Let Us Be Glad in it, 

Rejoice and be Glad!                                                                                                                                                           

 

**OPENING HYMN                                           No. 607 AAHH*** Katherine L. Bates/ 

                                                                                                        Samuel A. Ward   

America the Beautiful                                        
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PASTORAL OBSERVATIONS                     Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                               Rev. George Walker 
 

Leader:  In this sanctuary, we gather on sacred ground, echoing the dreams and  

              struggles of our ancestors. As we celebrate this nation, 250 years in the  

              making, we come with hearts both heavy and hopeful. 

People: We remember the freedom long sought and often denied, the truth 

              and justice that call us into deeper love. 

Leader:  Psalm 48 reminds us to walk about our community and lift our eyes to the  

              promise of liberation, to remember where we have come from, and to  

              envision where we go next. 

People: In the spirit of love that knows no bondage, we come seeking unity 

              and strength, declaring that our faith guides our actions. 

Leader:  From the halls of power to the streets of our neighborhoods, let us proclaim  

              that true liberty rises from love shared freely among all people. 

People: We come, ready to bear witness to the beauty of this sweet land,  

              called to rise and stand together in faith! 

Leader:  Let us worship the God who is forever our guide as we seek justice and 

              embrace freedom for all. 

All: Amen! 

  

*INVOCATION                                                                             Rev. George Walker 
 

Gracious and Loving Creator, we pause to acknowledge Your presence among 

us. We come today, each with our own stories, struggles, and hopes, united by 

the thread of faith that binds us together. In this moment of worship, we reflect 

on the journey of our nation, 250 years full of promise and challenge, triumph 

and trial. We lift the voices of those who came before us, who dreamed of 

freedom and justice, and who paved the way for us to stand here today. Pour 

out Your Spirit upon us, O God, that we might feel the weight of our shared 

history and the light of Your love guiding us toward a brighter future. May our 

hearts be open to the calls for justice and equity, as we seek to embody Your 

truth in a world still aching for liberation. Grant us the courage to challenge the 

injustices that remain, remembering that true freedom is rooted in love and 

compassion. Let us be vessels of Your grace, spreading hope in our 

communities and standing firm in our commitment to justice for all. As we 

worship together, may our voices rise in harmony, our spirits unite in purpose, 

and our actions reflect the love that knows no boundaries. In Your holy name, 

we pray. Amen. 
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**AFFIRMATION                                                                             Deacon Carrie Tyus 

 

We are not alone; we live in God’s world. We believe in God, who has created and 

is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make 

new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are called to 

be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, to 

love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified 

and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death, and in life beyond death, God 

is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

                                                      Psalm 48                     Deacon Malcolm Carpenter  

                                                Acts 4:1-22; 5:27-29            Deacon Kenneth Parker                                                                                  

 

**COVENANT                                                                               Rev. George Walker 

We are united in striving to know the will of God as taught in the Holy Scriptures 

and in our purpose to walk in the ways of God, made known or to be made known 

to us. We hold it to be the mission of the Church of Jesus Christ to proclaim the 

Gospel to all humankind, exalting the worship of the one true God and laboring 

for the progress of knowledge, the promotion of justice, the reign of peace, and 

the realization of the beloved community. Depending, as did our fathers and 

mothers, upon the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth, 

we work and pray for the transformation of the world into the City of God. We look 

with faith for the triumph of righteousness and the life everlasting. 

**GLORIA PATRI                                                                      Saint Hilary of Poitiers 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, 

And to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 

 Is now and ever shall be, 

World without end. 

Amen, Amen 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                  Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds 
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SONG OF PREPARATION                                                                       Stephen Hurd    

         Hallelujah, Salvation, and Glory                    

  

SERMON                                                       Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds 

 

“SWEET LAND OF LIBERTY” 

 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP                                                  Rev. George Walker 

 

MUSICAL SELECTION                                                                           Glen Burleigh           

                     Do This In Remembrance of Me                                                         

 

✝✝✝ 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

  

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 

Leader:  Friends, as we gather around this table of grace, we are reminded that this  

              is not merely the table of our church, but the table of the Lord, where all are 

              welcomed. It is a place of love, belonging, and remembrance, transcending 

              our differences and binding us together as one family in Christ. 

People: We come to this table with open hearts, ready to receive the gift of  

              grace and to acknowledge our part in the body of Christ. 

Leader:  On the night He was betrayed, Jesus took the bread, and after giving  

              thanks, He broke it, saying, “This is My body, broken for you. Do this in  

              remembrance of Me.” 

People: We remember the sacrifice made for us, and we are filled with 

              gratitude for the love that knows no bounds. 

Leader:  After the meal, He took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 

              My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

People: We remember the promise of renewal and hope, shared through His 

              life, death, and resurrection. 

Leader:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the mystery of  

              our faith: 

All: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
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PRAYER OF COMMUNION 

 

 Leader: Let us pray.   

  

A moment of silence for personal reflection.   

  

Gracious God, we give You thanks for the gift of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who called 

us to this table to share in His life. We ask that You bless this bread and this cup, that 

they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, nourishing our spirits and uniting us 

as one with You and with each other. 

 

People: May we partake of this meal with joyful hearts, empowered to carry  

              Your love into the world. 

Leader: Friends, the table is set. All are invited to partake, whether you are a  

              member of this congregation or a visitor. Come, taste, and see that the Lord 

              is good. 

  

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 

 

As we wait for the Deacons to ensure all are served, 

please take a moment as we sing, “Let Us Be Bread”,  

for personal reflection and prayer.  
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SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

  

Leader: The bread of life—may it sustain you. The cup of salvation—may it renew  

              you. 

People: We receive these gifts with thanksgiving, ready to be transformed by 

              Your love. 

  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

 Leader:  Let us pray together the Prayer of Thanksgiving as one family in Christ: 

All: Eternal God, we thank You for feeding us at Your table. May this meal 

empower us to seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with You. As we leave 

this place, may we carry Your light into the world, sharing the love we have 

received. Amen. 

  

✝✝✝ 
 

OFFERTORY                                                                                 Rev. George Walker 
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OFFERTORY SELECTION                                                                                                  Elise Lewis  

 My Offering                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                   Rev. George Walker 
 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                        

We give Thee but Thine Own 

What e’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone 

A trust, O Lord, from Thee. Amen 
 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                                                                          No. 262 AAHH*** Robert Lowry  

 

Nothing but the Blood of Jesus                                                     
 

 

*BENEDICTION                                                  Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds 

 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                       CP Enyi, Trumpet 

 

   Were You There/Beautiful Savior/Threefold Amen                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

  …DEPART TO SERVE 
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Dr. Robert L. Jefferson, Director of Worship and Peoples Congregational Choir 

Minister Diedre D. Gray, Assistant Director of Worship and Peoples Praise 

 

Minister Geneva Hudson, Minister of Congregational Care 

Minister Francis Smith, Minister of Community Engagement 

Rev. Dr. Helga Baskett-Tippett, Minister of Faith and Formation 

Rev. George Walker, Ministerial Team 

 

*The communion table is draped with a white tablecloth for Holy Communion 

**All who are able, please stand 

***AAHH  African American Hymnal 

 

 

 

                        REALM REGISTRATION 

Scan the QR Code: Peoples Realm  

Sign-Up, Sign-in, or Make a Donation 
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"Embracing the Future as a Congregation"  

Objective   

  

To foster deeper connections within our congregation while encouraging prayer, 

evangelism, and outreach through a series of focused events designed to 

discuss our collective future in faith and mission as we prepare for a new senior 

minister. 

  

The summer plans focus on creating an inclusive environment where diverse 

groups within the church can share their thoughts, needs, and dreams for the 

church's future. We aim for spirited discussions, prayer, and targeted outreach. 

  

Weekly Focus Group Sessions   

Schedule: 

  

Tuesdays:  1:00 PM – 2:30 PM   

June 16, 23, 30, July 14, 21, and 28 

In-person, Corbin Lounge 

  

Thursdays:  6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 

June 18, 25, July 2, 16, 23, and 30 

Zoom (Use Bible Study Zoom link) 

  

Specific Focus Groups   

  

Group 1: Evangelism and Community Outreach   

Exploring strategies for reaching out to the broader community. 

  

Group 2: Internal Strengths and Support   

Discussing how to strengthen and support existing church members. 

  

Group 3: Service Projects Planning   

Brainstorming and planning local service projects. 

  

Group 4: Faith Formation and Education   

Developing new educational opportunities for all age groups. 
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REUNION WEEKEND 
Friday through Sunday, July 17-19, 2026 

 
 
The Jr. and Sr. High Fellowship of Peoples Church (1970s–1980s) will be hosting a 

Reunion Weekend July 17–19, 2026, and we warmly invite all former members, 

advisors, and mentors to join us. 

 We would like to continue to strengthen the bond that began so many years ago, 

rooted in our shared love for Peoples Church and the community we built 

together.  

The weekend will include a Friday evening Mix & Mingle at East Moon Bistro in 

Bowie, MD; a Saturday cookout at Peoples Church; and Sunday Worship Service 

featuring Rev. David Bowers as guest speaker and Kathryn Stanley serving as 

Worship Leader.  

For those on social media, a Facebook page has been created for the group 

(Peoples UCC Youth Group Connect). 
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PEOPLES PREACHING AND WORSHIP LEADER 

SCHEDULE 

JULY 2026   

  

Sunday, July 5, 10:00 am (Sixth Sunday after Pentecost) * 

“Sweet Land of Liberty” Psalm 48; Acts 4:1-22; Acts 5:27-29 

Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching 

Rev. George Walker, Worship Leader 

  

Sunday, July 12, 10:00 am (Seventh Sunday after Pentecost) * 

“Do I Have a Place?” Psalm 139:1-18; Ephesians 2:11-22 

Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching 

Rev. Dr. Helga Baskett-Tippett, Worship Leader 

  

Sunday, July 19, 10:00 am (Eighth Sunday after Pentecost) 

Reunion Service 

sponsored by the Jr. and Sr. High Fellowship of Peoples Church (1970s–1980s) 

“No More Guilty Tears/About My Father’s Business” 

Luke 2:41-50; Luke 22:39-46; Luke 22:54-62 

Rev. David Bowers, Preaching 

Kathryn Stanley, Worship Leader 

 

Sunday, July 28, 10:00 am (Ninth Sunday after Pentecost)* 

“More Than Wet Words” Psalm 130: Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching 

Minister Francis Smith, Worship Leader 

  

 

 

* Indicates Sermon Talk-Back Sunday in the Corbin Lounge 



12 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


