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Dear Beloved Community,

As we gather in this July edition of our monthly newsletter, we find ourselves in a momentous year—
celebrating 250 years of this nation's existence. It is a time to reflect on the founding principles of liberty
and justice and to honor the countless Black individuals and communities who have profoundly
contributed to this country's fabric.

Our journey has been one of resilience, strength, and unwavering faith. Scripture reminds us of this
resilience in Psalm 68:5-6, "A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in God’s holy
dwelling. God sets the lonely in families..." In these words, we are called to embrace our identity as a
family—bound together by faith, purpose, and a shared commitment to justice. In a world that often
marginalizes the voices of Black people and other communities of color, we must resist the temptation
to let our struggles fracture us. Instead, let us come together as a community of faith, advocating for
those who have been silenced and standing firm against injustice.

As we navigate the complexities of our current political landscape, it can be difficult to maintain hope
amid the cruelty and wickedness we sometimes see in leadership. Yet we must remember that our
ultimate allegiance lies with God, who calls us to love, uplift one another, and advocate for the
marginalized. As Hebrews 10:24-25 states, "And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another— and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

In our efforts to embody this spirit, let us commit to supporting one another—both within our church
walls and beyond. Let us engage in meaningful dialogue that humanizes our experiences and affirms
that each person's story matters. By fostering understanding and compassion, we can build a
community where everyone feels valued and included.

As we celebrate our heritage this month, let us draw strength from our past and look toward a future
illuminated by hope and love. Let us remember those who laid the foundation for our freedom, justice,
and equality. Together, we can build on that legacy, ensuring that the voices and stories of marginalized
communities continue to shape our nation for generations.

In faith and unity, | remain, loving you into God's next for you!

Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds
Interim Minister




“Peoples Church FYI”
Prayer Meeting Dial-In

Wednesday Word Devotional Conference Call

605-475-5950 Access Code:
89645444# Second and Fourth
Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m.

Wednesday Noon Prayer
Service Call 518-992-1039,
Access Code: 659959#
Prayer Service is every Wednesday at Noon.

Thursday Virtual Bible Study

Join Zoom Meeting: Click here to join
Dial-in# +1 301 715 8592 US
Meeting ID: 992 6852 3678 Password: 784420
Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ

Sunday Morning Praise and Worship
Teleconference Call-in-Number 720-740-9739
Access Code 4684874

The Line Opens at 6:55 a.m.
Virtual Adult Church School

Adult Church School Every Sunday from 8:00 a.m. -
9:15 a.m. Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88390857788?pwd=RmZoY2xqeTBIRVATKO9IXWFY5cG90OQT09

Meeting ID: 837 4429 8433 \ Passcode: 53640
Church School meets every 2", 3@ and 4" Sunday at 10:00
a.m. in the Elmes Center Classrooms from September- June




2nd SUNDAY MORTGAGE ELIMINATION DONATION
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2nd SUNDAY MORTGAGE ELIMINATION DONATION

Please consider selecting one of the Monthly Donation Categories in the 2nd Sunday Mortgage
Elimination Donation Graph above to create your recurring financial gifts either online or by postal
mail.

Remember, these financial gifts are above and beyond your usual tithing and offering donations for
our Beloved Church.

Of course, if you are unable to commit to the recommended donation amounts on the graph, all
donations to the Capital Campaign Community of Faith are greatly needed and appreciated.
Select Peoples Church or REALM for Online Donations

Select Menu Option: Mortgage Elimination

Complete the 2nd Sunday Mortgage Elimination Donation Form

DONATE at Peoplechurchucc.org

DONATE on REALM

Send questions or comments to CapitalCampaignPUCC@gmail.com
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SPECIAL CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Peoples Church! All individuals who participate in our Worship and Liturgical
Services and/or Events may have theirimages appear on our Social Media Platforms, Live
Streaming, or communication documents. By attending these Services and Events, you tacitly
agree to having your image displayed.

Dear Peoples Church Members,

We want to ensure that you have the best possible communication with our Interim Minister to
address any needs, concerns, or messages you may have. His email address is
interimminister@peopleschurchucc.org. Please note that the Pastor's Sabbath is on Friday, a time
dedicated to rest and reflection. If you need to contact the Pastor via email, we kindly ask that you
keep in mind the following schedule: if you send an email on Friday or Saturday, please understand
that the Pastor is not likely to respond until Monday, as these are his days of rest. We appreciate your
understanding and cooperation in respecting the Pastor's need for Sabbath rest. Your patience and
consideration are highly valued as we seek to support our Pastor's well-being and continued service
to the congregation. Should you have any urgent concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the
Front Office.

Thank you

The Diaconate Corner

Welcome to the Diaconate Corner. Through this article, we hope to inform you regarding the role of
the Diaconate in our church. The Board of Deacons, also known as the Diaconate, assists our
ministry in serving the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the members of our church and
our community. Included in our many duties, deacons provide ministerial assistance; assist the
ministry with carrying out our worship service; provide visitation for our sick and shut-in members;
provide financial assistance to church members or community members in need through the
Deacon Fund Offering; welcome new members by assisting with the assimilation of the new member
into the total life of the church; and assist with the preparation of youth for church membership
through confirmation. Your Diaconate sponsors the following annual church services and programs:
Ash Wednesday Service assistance, Maundy Thursday service, Friendship Sunday service, Advent
Candle Lighting, and Watch Night Service. We want to hear from you. We will share your joy, listen
to your concerns, help you in times of crisis, encourage fellowship, and moreover, we will pray for
you and with you. Special requests can be made through the church office. Direct your request to
“Chairperson Board of Deacons Peoples Church”. Please include contact information. Thank you
and God Bless.




From Music Ministry

There are several opportunities for you to participate in the music ministry at Peoples: we invite you

to come and be a part of Peoples Congregational Choir. Rehearsals are on Saturdays from 9:30
a.m.to 11:30 a.m.

There are also opportunities to sing with Peoples Praise, our praise and worship team. Rehearsals
are on Saturdays from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Instrumentalists are also welcome.

You can help grow the music ministry by bringing or inviting a friend or family member to church.
You don't sing or play a musical instrument? We are also looking for a few people with the desire to

help by providing administrative support. If you are interested, please reach out to the Music
Ministry Administrator at:

In spiritual and alternative healing communities, "God's frequency" is most commonly associated

with 963 Hz. It is the highest tone in the ancient Solfeggio scale and is believed by proponents to
connect the listener to the divine...

“And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was up Saul, that David took a harp, and played
with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.”
1 Samuel 16:23KJV

REUNION WEEKEND
Friday through Sunday, July 17-19, 2026

The Jr./Sr. High Fellowship of Peoples Church (1970s-1980s) will be hosting a reunion weekend July
17-19, 2026, and we warmly invite all former members, advisors, and mentors to join us.

Let’s continue to strengthen the bond that began so many years ago, rooted in our shared love for
Peoples Church and the community we built together.

The weekend will include a Friday evening Mix & Mingle at East - "
Moon Bistro in Bowie, MD; a Saturday cookout at Peoples / == =
Church; and Sunday Worship Service featuring Rev. David

Bowers as guest speaker and Kathryn Stanley serving as — Peoples UCC —
Worship Leader.

For those on social media, a Facebook page has been created
for the group (Peoples UCC Youth Group Connect).



mailto:music@peopleschurchucc.org

Peoples Preaching and Worship Leader Schedule
July 2026

Sunday, July 5, 10:00 am (Sixth Sunday after Pentecost) *
“Sweet Land of Liberty” Psalm 48; Acts 4:1-22; Acts 5:27-29
Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching
Rev. George Walker, Worship Leader

Sunday, July 12, 10:00 am (Seventh Sunday after Pentecost) *
“Do | Have a Place?” Psalm 139:1-18; Ephesians 2:11-22
Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching
Rev. Dr. Helga Baskett-Tippett, Worship Leader

Sunday, July 19, 10:00 am (Eighth Sunday after Pentecost)
Reunion Service
sponsored by the Jr. and Sr. High Fellowship of Peoples Church (1970s-1980s)
“No More Guilty Tears/About My Father’s Business”
Luke 2:41-50; Luke 22:39-46; Luke 22:54-62
Rev. David Bowers, Preaching
Kathryn Stanley, Worship Leader

Sunday, July 28, 10:00 am (Ninth Sunday after Pentecost) *
“More Than Wet Words” Psalm 130; Ephesians 4:25-5:2
Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching
Minister Francis Smith, Worship Leader

* Indicates Sermon-Talk-Back following the service in the Corbin Lounge.




GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY FOR “CRAZY, SEXY, COOL” THE TLC MUSICAL!

SUPPORT THIS FUNDRAISER, SPONSORED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF PEOPLES CHURCH
When: Sunday, August 9 @ 6:00 p.m.
Where: Arena Stage Theatre (Kreeger), located at 1101 6™ Street, SW, Washington, DC 20024
Cost: $75.50 per ticket (Note: All seats are in the Orchestra section)
Forms of Payment: Payment in advance, due upon placement of order
Cash
Check: Make payable to Peoples Congregational Church. In memo section, write BOT Fundraiser
On Realm: Select BOT; Choose the drop-down tab, “BOT Fundraiser”
To Place Order: Contact Diane Kern at (202)744-7363
Additional Information:
You will receive a receipt of payment for your ticket(s).
Tickets will be delivered to you prior to the performance.
No Refunds or Exchanges will be made. All Sales are Final.
Handicapped Accessible Seating is Available. Please inform your seller if needed.
Show Run Time: Approx. 2 hours, 25 minutes with one 15-minute intermission
Advisories: Show contains theatrical haze, low-lying fog, and moving lights.

Parking: Garage on site with limited space $35.00. Call the theater to reserve at (202)488-3300 or visit
website at: https://www.arenastage.org/plan-your-visit/transportation-and-parking/

Play Description:

TLC blazed a trail and changed the game. The trio stormed the '90s music scene, not only topping the
charts—but creating the look, sound, and soul of a generation. With their unforgettable anthems, fly dance
moves, and head-turning style, Tionne 'T-Boz' Watkins, Lisa 'Left Eye' Lopes, and Rozonda 'Chilli' Thomas
defined what it meant to be women in music. The most successful female group of all time, they’ve spent
over three decades breaking boundaries and empowering generations. Now their journey comes to the
stage with the fresh, new musical CrazySexyCool.
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Men’s/ Father’s Day Service
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Bible Quiz

Who watched as Moses floated in the basket down the Nile?

Miriam
Sara
Rachel

Who would have nothing to do with the author of 3 John?

jii
iv

Diotrephes
Psalm

Job
Geneses

What does Solomon say about sin?

Peoples Congregational
United Church of Christ

4704 Thirteenth Street, NW

Washington, DC 20011
Phone: 202.829.5511

Follow us on Twitter
@PeoplesCongUCC

We are on the Web!
www.peopleschurchucc.org

PEOPLES

CONGREGATIONAL
United Church of Christ

Love God & Love Neighbor

No Weapon Form against me
That no one does not sin
The people Perish

Prodder Guidelines

The Peoples Prodder is our Monthly Newsletter, which informs our
community about recent announcements, updates, and information
pertaining to the life of our congregation.

All announcements and flyers for the upcoming edition of the
Prodder must be submitted by 12:00 Noon on the 20" of the prior
month.

Announcements and flyers can be emailed to
yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org.

Please do not mail information; electronic submissions are required.
Announcements should be a maximum of 90 words and informational
about Peoples Church events or members and their families. All
announcements may be edited, and submissions are subject to final
approval by the Ministers.




Contact Information

Interim Minister
Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg -Reynolds
interimminister@peopleschurchucc.org

Church Moderator
Diana Haines Walton
moderator@peopleschurchucc.org

Administrative Staff In Memoriam

Operations Specialist ¥ we

Yvette Hunter Sylvia Hawkins George White
vhunter@peopleschurchucc.org Passed away 2/17/26 Passed away 2/20/26
Minnie Boyd Robert” Bobby “Felder
Maintenance Staff Passed away 2/24/26 Passed away 3/1/26

Towanda Chew Claudia McKoin

Sterling “Stan” Evans Passed away 4/19/2026
DeVonte Robinson

Realm Registration

Scan the QR Code: Peoples Realm
Sign-Up, Sign-in or Make a Donation

CHANGE OF CONTACT INFORMATION

Have you moved? Do you have a new e-mail address? Has your contact information changed? If so,
please fill out the form below and place it in the offering plate so that we may update your contact
information. Thank you!

Name(s)

Old Address Zip

New Address
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DAISIES (Kindergarten & 1st Grade)
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