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Monthly Message from the Interim Pastor 
September 2026 
 
“From the Brook to the Zarephath: Trusting the God of the Next Chapter” 
 
To the Beloved Saints of Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ, 
 
“Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, ‘Go now to Zarephath… I have 
  commanded a widow there to feed you.”                                           -1 Kings 17:8-9                                                                                                                          
 
Grace and peace be unto you in the precious name of Jesus, our Provider and our Guide. 
 
As we enter this month of September, we find ourselves in a season of “divine intersections.” It 
is a month where the air begins to change, the harvest begins to ripen, and our collective 
journey moves into a critical phase of transition. We are navigating the final months of our 
interim time together, with my tenure concluding this November, even as we prepare our hearts 
and this house to embrace the leadership of your new Senior Minister. 
 
In our current sermon series, we are beginning a walk with the Prophet Elijah. We will see him 
at the Brook Cherith, where he had to trust God for daily bread delivered by ravens. But we also 
see that eventually, the brook dries up. 
 
For a season, the “dry brook” can feel like a crisis. But in God's economy, a dry brook is 
simply a signal that God is moving us toward a new miracle. 
 
Just as God directed Elijah from the dry brook to the widow at Zarephath—a place where the jar 
of flour did not fail and the jug of oil did not run dry—so is God directing this congregation. My 
departure in November is not an ending; it is the natural drying of one brook so that you 
may drink from the fresh springs of the next chapter under the new Senior Minister’s 
leadership. 
 
During September, I am calling us to focus on three things: 

1. Trust Over Fear: As we reflected on Psalm 146, we are reminded not to put our ultimate 
trust in human leaders, but in the “God of Jacob,” the Maker of Heaven and Earth. Our 
stability is found in that God, regardless of who stands in the pulpit. 

2. Preparation of the Jar: Our soon-to-be newly installed officers for the 2026-2027 
program year are already working diligently to prepare the way. Let us support them as 
they ensure our “jars and jugs”—our ministries and our infrastructure—are ready to 
receive the new vision the Senior Minister will bring. 

 

 



 

 

3. Faithful Presence: As the days grow shorter, let our prayers grow longer. Let us finish 
this interim season strong, showing the same radical hospitality to one another that the 
widow showed to Elijah. 

I am mindful that saying goodbye is never easy, but I am filled with a holy excitement for you. 
The God who provided for Elijah in the desert is the same God who is providing for this historic 
Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ today. Let us not be afraid of the “dry brooks” 
of transition. Instead, let us look toward Zarephath with expectation, knowing that God’s grace is 
inexhaustible and God’s timing is perfect. 
 
Treading the path with you and loving you into God’s next for you, I remain, 
 
 
Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds  
Interim Minister 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Peoples Church FYI”  

Prayer Meeting Dial-In   

Wednesday Word Devotional Conference Call  

605-475-5950 Access Code: 
8964544# Second and Fourth 

Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m.  

Wednesday Noon Prayer          
Service Call 518-992-1039, 

Access Code: 659959# 
Prayer Service is every Wednesday at Noon.  

Thursday Virtual Bible Study  

Join Zoom Meeting: Click here to join  
Dial-in# +1 301 715 8592 US  

Meeting ID: 992 6852 3678 Password: 784420  
Peoples Congregational United Church of Christ  

Sunday Morning Praise and Worship 
Teleconference  Call–in-Number 720-740-9739   

Access Code 4684874   

The Line Opens at 6:55 a.m.  

Virtual Adult Church School  

Adult Church School Every Sunday from 8:00 a.m. - 
9:15 a.m. Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88390857788?pwd=RmZoY2xqeTBlRVdTK09XWFY5cG9OQT09  

                                      Meeting ID: 837 4429 8433 \  Passcode: 53640   
Church School meets every 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sunday at 10:00 

a.m. in the Elmes Center Classrooms from September- June  

  

  
 

 

 



 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 2nd SUNDAY MORTGAGE ELIMINATION DONATION  

Please consider selecting one of the Monthly Donation Categories in the 2nd Sunday Mortgage 
Elimination Donation Graph above to create your recurring financial gifts either online or by postal 
mail.  
  
Remember, these financial gifts are above and beyond your usual tithing and offering donations for 
our Beloved Church.  
  
Of course, if you are unable to commit to the recommended donation amounts on the graph, all 
donations to the Capital Campaign Community of Faith are greatly needed and appreciated.  
Select Peoples Church or REALM for Online Donations   
Select Menu Option: Mortgage Elimination  
 Complete the 2nd Sunday Mortgage Elimination Donation Form   
DONATE at Peoplechurchucc.org   
DONATE on REALM   
Send questions or comments to CapitalCampaignPUCC@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffxy3CJgxOdH0IagI8vcb55MTG2tGg7d8N4WKUQBVroDFksw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffxy3CJgxOdH0IagI8vcb55MTG2tGg7d8N4WKUQBVroDFksw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffxy3CJgxOdH0IagI8vcb55MTG2tGg7d8N4WKUQBVroDFksw/viewform
https://peopleschurchucc.org/online-giving/
https://peopleschurchucc.org/online-giving/
https://onrealm.org/PeoplesCongrega32550/-/form/give/now
https://onrealm.org/PeoplesCongrega32550/-/form/give/now
https://peopleschurchucc.sharepoint.com/sites/PCCChurchShare/Shared%20Documents/ChurchShare/PRODDERS/2025/December/CapitalCampaignPUCC@gmail.com
https://peopleschurchucc.sharepoint.com/sites/PCCChurchShare/Shared%20Documents/ChurchShare/PRODDERS/2025/December/CapitalCampaignPUCC@gmail.com
https://peopleschurchucc.sharepoint.com/sites/PCCChurchShare/Shared%20Documents/ChurchShare/PRODDERS/2025/December/CapitalCampaignPUCC@gmail.com


 

 

SPECIAL CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Welcome to Peoples Church! All individuals who participate in our Worship and Liturgical 
Services and/or Events may have their images appear on our Social Media Platforms, Live 
Streaming, or communication documents. By attending these Services and Events, you tacitly 
agree to having your image displayed.   

  Dear Peoples Church Members,   

We want to ensure that you have the best possible communication with our Interim Minister to 
address any needs, concerns, or messages you may have. His email address is 
interimminister@peopleschurchucc.org. Please note that the Pastor's Sabbath is on Friday, a time 
dedicated to rest and reflection. If you need to contact the Pastor via email, we kindly ask that you 
keep in mind the following schedule: if you send an email on Friday or Saturday, please understand 
that the Pastor is not likely to respond until Monday, as these are his days of rest. We appreciate your 
understanding and cooperation in respecting the Pastor's need for Sabbath rest. Your patience and 
consideration are highly valued as we seek to support our Pastor's well-being and continued service 
to the congregation. Should you have any urgent concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Front Office.  

Thank you   

The Diaconate Corner 

Welcome to the Diaconate Corner. Through this article, we hope to inform you regarding the role of 
the Diaconate in our church. The Board of Deacons, also known as the Diaconate, assists our 
ministry in serving the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the members of our church and 
our community. Included in our many duties, deacons provide ministerial assistance; assist the 
ministry with carrying out our worship service; provide visitation for our sick and shut-in members; 
provide financial assistance to church members or community members in need through the 
Deacon Fund Offering; welcome new members by assisting with the assimilation of the new member 
into the total life of the church; and assist with the preparation of youth for church membership 
through confirmation. Your Diaconate sponsors the following annual church services and programs: 
Ash Wednesday Service assistance, Maundy Thursday service, Friendship Sunday service, Advent 
Candle Lighting, and Watch Night Service. We want to hear from you. We will share your joy, listen 
to your concerns, help you in times of crisis, encourage fellowship, and moreover, we will pray for 
you and with you. Special requests can be made through the church office. Direct your request to 
“Chairperson Board of Deacons Peoples Church”. Please include contact information. Thank you 
and God Bless. 

Thank you  
Deacon Kenneth Parker 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

A Gift of Preparation: Sharing Our Stories for Those We Love 
 
"When an elder dies, a library burns to the ground." African Proverb.  As I continue finding my way 
through the tender reality of losing both of my parents within mere months of each other, I have come to 
appreciate not only the memories they left behind but also the wisdom and preparation that continue to 
guide our family today. My heart is filled with gratitude for their lives, their example, and the sacred gift of 
being their child. There are moments when I miss the simple joy of hearing their voices and sharing everyday 
conversations. But I am not grieving without hope. One of the greatest gifts my mother left behind was having 
her affairs in order, a gift I have chosen to give my own family as well. 
 
Most people avoid talking about death. We delay conversations about wills, funeral plans, obituaries, and the 
practical matters that accompany life's final transition. Yet, preparing for those realities is one of the most 
profound acts of love we can offer our families. Following my mother's example, I wrote my eulogy and funeral 
program decades ago. I did not do so because I was focused on dying. I did it because I am focused on living 
well, planning for the well-being of those who remain, and caring for the people I love. I wanted to spare my 
family from making difficult decisions while carrying the heavy burden of grief. I wanted them to have the gift of 
certainty, guidance, and peace. 
 
The process also gave me an opportunity to reflect on my life, my values, and the legacy I hope to leave behind. 
It was a deeply meaningful experience. My story is not unique, and perhaps that is exactly why I feel compelled 
to share it. Each of us has a story to tell about preparing for the next chapter of life. Whether it involves writing 
an obituary, documenting family history, organizing important papers, expressing final wishes, or simply having 
honest conversations with loved ones, these actions are not signs of surrender. They are expressions of 
courage, wisdom, and generosity. 
 
When people share their experiences with end-of-life planning, they become examples for others. They help 
normalize conversations that many families desperately need but often avoid. They demonstrate that 
preparation is not morbid; it is responsible. It is an extension of the care and love we have shown throughout 
our lives. 
Imagine the impact if more people shared their stories: 

➢ The grandmother who wrote letters to be opened by future generations. 
➢ The father who recorded family memories and life lessons. 
➢ The friend who organized important documents so loved ones would not have to search for them during 

a time of sorrow. 
➢ The couple who discussed their wishes openly, eliminating uncertainty and potential conflict. 

These stories inspire others to take similar steps. They show that preparation can be a final act of service to 
family and community. By sharing our journeys, we leave behind something deeper than instructions. We leave 
wisdom. We leave examples. We give others permission to face mortality not with fear, but with grace. Preparing 
for life's transition is ultimately about affirming what matters most. It is about ensuring that our values, our 
memories, and our love remain present even when we are no longer here to speak for ourselves. 
 

The greatest legacy we leave is often not found in possessions or accomplishments, but in the care we 
show for others. As an African proverb reminds us, "The one who plants trees, knowing that they will 
never sit in their shade, has at least started to understand the meaning of life." Preparing for life's 
final transition is much like planting a tree whose shade will comfort those we love long after we are 
gone. I encourage everyone to reflect on their own story and take a small step toward preparation. Write a 
few notes about your wishes. Begin an obituary or eulogy. Record family stories. Have a conversation with 
someone you love. Then share your experience with others. Our stories have the power not only to help our 
own families but also to inspire others to leave a clearer path for those they love. By preparing thoughtfully 
and speaking openly, we can transform a difficult subject into an act of love, wisdom, and legacy. In doing so, 
you continue caring for others long before that final chapter arrives. If you desire more information, please 
contact Dr. Goulda Downer. 

 

 



 

From Music Ministry 
Peoples Congregational UCC Community Sing-Along and Pizza Event 

The Peoples Congregational UCC Music Ministry, under the leadership of Dr. Robert Jefferson 
and Minister Diedre Gray, sponsored a Community Sing Along and Pizza Event on August 22, 
2026. This event was an outcome of an informal brainstorming discussion about how to support 
broader awareness, engagement and partnerships with our surrounding community and other 
CAC/Potomac Association churches. We also wanted to pilot test as many different internal and 
external communications and marketing methods as possible. Results of the event reveal the 
success of our efforts (e.g., REALM registrations netted 14 participants and Eventbrite netted 
approximately 13 non-member participants!) While we are still evaluating statistics and lessons 
learned from this event, we want to again to thank everyone that helped make this event a 
success. We especially want to thank all of our volunteers that performed copying and assembly 
of participant packets, ongoing website updates, setting up REALM registration, managing onsite 
registration/check-in, escorting people in/out the sanctuary and the heroic efforts of our church 
front office employees and Music Ministry Administrator. As one of our past Senior Ministers used 
to often state: “It takes teamwork to make the dreamwork”. Our 2026/2027 Music Ministry mantra 
is: “All voices, all ages, ALL are welcome!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Note from the Director of Worship 

As previously mentioned, the Community "Pizza" Sing was a great success! Again, thanks to all 

who participated and to the many who worked behind the scenes to help make this a success. 

Several people who attended the event expressed an interest in joining the choir as well as 

coming back to Peoples in the future, not just for special events, but also to share in worship. As 

we enter into the transition at Peoples and also prepare for Advent and Christmas, I would like 

to welcome all of those who participated in the Community Sing to come and sing with us as we 

prepare for the Christmas holiday. Similar to the Community Sing, we will be performing a vast 

array of music from standard Christmas Carols to Handel's Hallelujah Chorus. Rehearsals will 

begin in October. Those who are not currently members of the Music Ministry will have to sign 

up and attend scheduled rehearsals. Please contact the Music Ministry administrator, Lise 

Stevens via email at: music@peopleschurchucc.org to sign up. Check the upcoming Prodder 

and Weekly Update Newsletter for more information. Please know that the Music Ministry is 

always open to all who would like to participate. 

Blessings through this next season, 

Dr. Jefferson 



 

 

PEOPLES PREACHING AND WORSHIP LEADER  
AND BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE 

SEPTEMBER 2026 
LESSONS FROM ELIJAH  - A SERMON SERIES 

 

When transition is imminent, we can draw lessons from the life of Elijah the prophet (found in 1 

Kings 17 through 2 Kings 2). During the month of September, the Elijah Sermon Series, Sermon-

Talk-Back, and Thursday Night Bible Study will provide a rich roadmap and the spiritual tools 

needed to navigate seasons of change. His life was defined not by a single steady state but by a 

series of dramatic transitions—from public victory to private isolation and from personal burnout 

to intentional succession. 

 

Sunday, September 6, 10:00 am (Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
“Public Gift of Possibility”  Psalm 8; I Samuel 2:1-10 

Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching 
Minister Geneva Hudson, Worship Leader 

 

Thursday, September 10, 6:00 pm (Bible Study) 
“Provision is Tied to ‘The Place God Sent You’”  I Kings 17:4 

 

Sunday, September 13, 10:00 am (Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
“Trust God”  Psalm 146; I Kings 17:1-16 

Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching 
Minister Francis Smith, Worship Leader 

 
Thursday, September 17, 6:00 pm (Bible Study) 

“When the ‘Brook Dries Up,’ God is Moving You”  I Kings 17:7-9 
 

Sunday, September 20, 10:00 am (Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
“It’s Never Too Late”  Psalm 5:1-8; I Kings 21 (selected verses) 

Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching 
Rev. Dr. Helga Baskett-Tippett, Worship Leader 

 

Thursday, September 24, 6:00 pm (Bible Study) 
“Transitioning from ‘Success’ to ‘Significance’ (Mentoring)”  I Kings 19:18 

 

Sunday, September 27, 10:00 am (Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
“The Dawn of the Next Chapter”  Psalm 132; I Kings 2:1-12 

Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching 
Minister Geneva Hudson, Worship Leader 

 

Thursday, October 1, 6:00 pm (Bible Study) 
“Navigating the ‘Wilderness’ of Emotional Transition”  I Kings 19:4 

 
*Indicates Sermon-Talk-Back 

 



 

 

 

Peoples Church Sunday Jazz Worship Service 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 
  

Bible Quiz   

1. How old was Noah when he died? 
i 950 
ii 600 
iii 900 

  

2. How many children did Jacob have? 
i 14 
ii 16 
iii 20 
iv 12 

3. Who was Paul to Jesus? 

i Tax collector 
ii King 
iii Apostle 

4. Who was Jacob? 
i.         Was he a twin 

ii.         Was he the son of Isaac and Rebekah 
iii.         Was he the father of the twelve tribes of Israel 
iv.         All the above    

5. Who was Enoch? 
i Was he walking faithfully with God 
ii Was he being taken up to heaven without dying? 
iii Was Jared his father? 
iv How old was Enoch when he 365 when he died. 
v All of the above 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Peoples Congregational  
United Church of Christ  

  
4704 Thirteenth Street, NW  
 Washington, DC 20011 

Phone: 202.829.5511  

   Follow us on Twitter   
   @PeoplesCongUCC  

  We are on the Web! 
www.peopleschurchucc.org  

  

 

 

Prodder Guidelines  
  

The Peoples Prodder is our Monthly Newsletter, which informs our 
community about recent announcements, updates, and information 
pertaining to the life of our congregation.   

All announcements and flyers for the upcoming edition of the 
Prodder must be submitted by 12:00 Noon on the 20th of the prior 
month.   

Announcements and flyers can be emailed to 
yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org.   

Please do not mail information; electronic submissions are required.  
Announcements should be a maximum of 90 words and informational 
about Peoples Church events or members and their families. All 
announcements may be edited, and submissions are subject to final 
approval by the Ministers.  

             Love God & Love Neighbor    

 

 

    Contact Information    
 
 Interim Minister 

Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg -Reynolds 
interimminister@peopleschurchucc.org  

    
 Church Moderator  
       Laura Minor  

moderator@peopleschurchucc.org  
  

 Administrative Staff    

             Operations Specialist  
 Yvette Hunter 

 yhunter@peopleschurchucc.org  
  
Maintenance Staff  
      Towanda Chew  

                  Sterling “Stan” Evans  
                     DeVonte Robinson 
                                            

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Realm Registration  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Scan the QR Code: Peoples Realm   

Sign-Up, Sign-in or Make a Donation  

CHANGE OF CONTACT INFORMATION  

Have you moved? Do you have a new e-mail address? Has your contact information changed? If so, 
please fill out the form below and place it in the offering plate so that we may update your contact 
information. Thank you!  

Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

   
Old Address________________________________________City______________________State______Zip____________  

   
New Address__________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


