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Love God and Love Neighbor

ENTER TO WORSHIP. ..



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday
Sunday, October 4, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.
The Liturgical Color is Green

CENTERING THOUGHTS

...“And all ate and were filled.”

— Matthew 14:20
NRSVUE

“The world is filled with abundance and freighted with generosity. If bread is broken
and shared, there is enough for all. The creation is infused with the Creator’s

generosity.

— Walter Brueggemann
“The Liturgy of Abundance, the Myth of Scarcity”

PRELUDE Arr. by Gary Lanier
Then Sings My Soul
Davey Yarborough, Flute, CP Enyi, Trumpet

*PROCESSIONAL / OPENING HYMN No. 257 **NCH William C. Dix

Alleluia! Gracious Jesus!

WELCOME AND OBSERVATIONS Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds

*We Are One
Peoples Theme Song



[CHORUS]

We are one, We are one
By God’s Spirit, we are one
Called by faith, Led by hope,
United by love, we are one.

[Verse]
When we come together as the family of God,
We lift our hearts in one accord.
Giving thanks to God our risen and King,
Hallelujah, we are one.

*CALL TO WORSHIP Minister Geneva Hudson

Leader: From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised!
Today we join a global chorus—voices from every nation, tribe, and
tongue—gathered at one table.

People: We come to taste and see that the Lord is good! We come to find refuge
in the One who never leaves us.

Leader: We gather in a season of change, standing between what has been and what
is yet to be. In the wilderness of transition, we sometimes fear there will not
be enough—enough strength, enough vision, or enough bread.

People: But the Lord hears the cry of the humble. We seek the Lord, and we
shall lack no good thing.

Leader: Remember the hillside where the few became many. Remember the
compassion of Christ who looked at the crowd and said, "They need not go
away." He took, he blessed, he broke, and he gave—and there was more
than enough.

People: In the bread and the cup, we see his heart. In his sacrifice and his
service, he whispers to us: "That’s why | did it."

Leader: As we transition from one chapter to the next, we fix our eyes on the Great
Shepherd of the Sheep. The table is set. The invitation is wide.

All: Let us worship the God of abundance! Let us break bread in unity and step

forward in faith. Amen.



*INVOCATION Minister Geneva Hudson

Holy God, we gather this morning at your global table, mindful that while our
seasons change, your faithfulness does not. As we stand in this time of
transition—thankful for the leadership that has sustained us and looking forward
with hope to the ministry ahead—we ask that you would meet us here. Open our
eyes to taste and see your goodness. Open our hearts to be fed by the bread of
life, that we might understand more deeply the love of Christ who says to us,
"That’s why | did it." By your Spirit, knit us together with your people across the
world, and fill this house with your presence. In the name of Jesus, our Great
Shepherd and Host, we pray. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Albert Hay Malotte/Arr by David Winkler
CP Enyi, Trumpet

*AFFIRMATION Deacon Carrie Tyus

We are not alone; we live in God’s world. We believe in God, who has created
and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and
make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are
called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in
Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim
Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death, and in life
beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Psalm 34:1-10 Deacon Malcolm Carpenter
Matthew 14:13-21 Deacon Kenneth Parker




*COVENANT Minister Geneva Hudson

We are united in striving to know the will of God as taught in the Holy Scriptures
and in our purpose to walk in the ways of God, made known or to be made known
to us. We hold it to be the mission of the Church of Jesus Christ to proclaim the
Gospel to all humankind, exalting the worship of the one true God and laboring
for the progress of knowledge, the promotion of justice, the reign of peace, and
the realization of the beloved community. Depending, as did our fathers and
mothers, upon the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth,
we work and pray for the transformation of the world into the City of God. We
look with faith for the triumph of righteousness and the life everlasting.

*GLORIA PATRI Saint Hilary of Poitiers

Glory be to the Father and to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning,
Is now and ever shall be,
World without end.
Amen, Amen

SONG OF PREPARATION Arr. by Brandon A. Boyd

| Wanna Be Ready!
Toni Robinson, Mercy Akai, Andre Kearns, Gloria Allen, Soloists

SERMON Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds

“THAT’S WHY I DID IT”
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP Minister Geneva Hudson

HYMN Glenn Burleigh
Do This in Remembrance of Me
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: A TABLE FOR THE JOURNEY

THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Members of the Women'’s Fellowship will bring breads from all over the world
to the altar, followed by a brief word of reflection; then the congregation will sing
the refrain to “Let Us Be Bread.”

LET US BE BREAD

Thomas J. Porter
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THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
(The Great Thanksgiving)

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, God of our ancestors. You are the God of Hagar in the
desert and Moses in the reeds. You are the God who heard the groans
of the enslaved and the songs of the civil rights marchers.

In the beginning, you spoke into the void and created abundance. When your children
wandered in the wilderness, you rained down manna. When we were hungry in soul
and body, you sent Jesus. In the heat of the day, on a grassy hillside, he looked at a
tired, transitioning crowd and didn't send them away. He saw their hunger, felt their
exhaustion, and fed them until they were full.

For every time we doubted there would be enough for this church, for every time we
feared the future, you have answered us with the bread of life. And so, with the
ancestors who have transitioned from labor to rest, and with the global cloud of
witnesses, we magnify your name:

All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabbath. Heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

All: God of the Journey,
we thank you for feeding us at this table.
We have tasted and seen that you are good.
As we walk through this season of transition,
remind us that your grace is the manna that sustains us.
May the strength we have found in this bread
and the hope we have found in this cup
embolden us to be your hands and feet in the world.
Grant our interim leader peace,
prepare our next senior minister with vision,
and keep us all in your sovereign care.
In the name of the One who did it all for love, Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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OFFERTORY Minister Geneva Hudson
OFFERTORY SELECTION Stephen Hurd

Hallelujah, Salvation, and Glory

(Rev 19:1)
OFFERTORY PRAYER Minister Geneva Hudson
*DOXOLOGY William Walsham How

We give Thee but Thine Own
What e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone
A trust, O Lord, from Thee. Amen



*CLOSING HYMN No. 256 AAHH*** André Crouch
The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power

*BENEDICTION Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds

POSTLUDE Albert A. Goodson

We’ve Come This Far by Faith
Threefold Amen

...DEPART TO SERVE



Dr. Robert L. Jefferson, Director of Worship and Peoples Congregational Choir
Minister Diedre D. Gray, Assistant Director of Worship and Peoples Praise

Minister Geneva Hudson, Minister of Congregational Care

Minister Francis Smith, Minister of Community Engagement

Rev. Dr. Helga Baskett-Tippett, Minister of Faith Formation
Rev. George Walker, Ministerial Team

*The communion table is draped with a white tablecloth for Holy Communion
*All who are able, please stand
**NCH New Century Hymnal
***AAHH African American Hymnal

REALM REGISTRATION

Scan the QR Code: Peoples Realm
Sign-Up, Sign-in, or Make a Donation




PEOPLES PREACHING AND WORSHIP LEADER AND BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
OCTOBER 2026

Sunday, October 4, 10:00 am (Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost) *
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
“That’s Why | Did It” Psalm 34:1-10; Matthew 14:13-21
Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching
Minister Geneva Hudson, Worship Leader

Thursday, October 8, 6:00 pm (Bible Study)
“Recognizing God'’s provision in the past to build upon the future”
Psalm 34:1-10; Matthew 14:13-21

Sunday, October 11, 10:00 am (Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost) *
“God in Charge” Psalm 98; Isaiah 65:17-25
Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching
Rev. Dr. Helga Baskett-Tippett, Worship Leader

Thursday, October 15, 6:00 pm (Bible Study)
“Moving from transition to transformation”
Psalm 98; Isaiah 65:17-25

Sunday, October 18, 10:00 am (Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost) *
FRIENDS AND FAMILY SUNDAY
“Teach Us to Number Our Days” Psalm 90:1-12; Matthew 22:34-40; Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Rev. Benjamin Ledell Bragg-Reynolds, Preaching
Rev. George Walker, Worship Leader

Thursday, October 22, 6:00 pm (Bible Study)
“The dwellings of God: from generation to generation”
Psalm 90:1-12; Matthew 22:34-40; Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Sunday, October 25, 10:00 am (Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost)
Senior Minister Candidate, Preaching
Minister Francis Smith, Worship Leader

Thursday, October 29, 6:00 pm (Bible Study)
“Honoring the past, preparing the present, and hoping in the eternal”
Psalm 78:1-7; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13

*Indicates Sermon-Talk-Back Corbin Lounge
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The Diaconate of Peoples Congregational
United Church of Christ
invites you and the community to

Family & Friendship
Sunday

Worship Service

FRIENDLIEST
CHURCH IN
THE CITY!!!

Sunday, October 18, 2026

Ten o’clock in the Morning <

Peoples Congregational
United Church of Christ

4704 - 13 Street, NW A reception will immediately
follow the service

in the Social Hall,
sponsored by the
www.peopleschurchucc.org Board of Deacons

Washington, DC 20011
202.829.5511

PEOPLES

CONGREGATIONAL

United Church of Christ
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‘ MUSIC MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS I

We will begin preparing for our annual Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols, which will be
held on Sunday, December 20, 2026 10:00 AM. We will conduct full and separate choir section
rehearsals, which may be held in different areas in the church (e.g., Sanctuary, Chapel, etc.) If
you are not already a member of the Peoples Congregational Choir but would like to participate
in this program, please contact the Music Ministry Administrator at
music@peopleschurchucc.org to register. Rehearsals begin Saturday, October 10, 2026.
Please refer to the rehearsal schedule as follows:

OCTOBER

October 10: PCC/Christmas Sectionals 9:30 - 10:30 AM - Sopranos and Altos in the Chapel;
Tenors and Basses in the Sanctuary. 10:40 - 11:30 AM full choir in Sanctuary

Oct 17: PCC/Christmas Sectionals 9:30 - 10:30 AM - Tenors and Basses in the Sanctuary;
Sopranos and Altos in the Chapel. 10:40 - 11:30 AM full choir in Sanctuary.

Oct 24: PCC/Christmas rehearsal in the Sanctuary from 9:30 - 11:30 AM

Octo 31: PCC/Christmas Sectionals 9:30 - 10:30 AM - Sopranos and Altos in the Chapel; Tenors
and Basses in the Sanctuary. 10:40 - 11:30 AM full choir in Sanctuary.

Nov 7: PCC/Christmas 2:30 AM - 11:30 AM in the Chapel
Nov 14: PCC NO REHEARSAL
Nov 21: PCC/Christmas 9:30 - 11:30 AM in Sanctuary

Nov 28: PCC Sectionals 5:30 - 10:30 AM - Sopranos and Altos in the Sanctuary; Tenors and
Basses in the Chapel. 10:40 - 11:30 AM full choir in Sanctuary.

DECEMBER
Dec 5: PCC/Christmas 9:30 - 11:30 AM full choir in Sanctuary
Dec 12: Full Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary from 9:30 - 11:30 AM

Dec 19: Full Dress Rehearsal in the Sanctuary from 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM



NOTES
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